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ATTORNEY - GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT 

FIRST DIRECTOR OF LEGAL AID OFFICE 
APPOINTED 

The appointment of Mr„ Joseph Patrick Harkins as 
the first Director of the Australian Legal Aid Office, was 
announced today0 

Mre Harkins, 57, a senior officer of the Attorney-
General's Department, has had wide experience in the law and 
has been closely associated with the establishment of the 
Officeo 

As Director of the Office, he will control an 
organisation which will soon have a staff of over 100 
salaried lawyers with offices in the suburbs of the cities 
and in country towns throughout Australia. 

The Australian Legal Aid Office was established 
last year by the Attorney-General, Senator Lionel Murphy, Q.G. 
to provide legal advice and assistance to the socially deprived 
and people for whom the Australian Government has a special 
responsibility such as those people on social services, 
aborigines, ex-servicemen and migrants,, 

The Office will give legal advice free to anybody 
with an element of need. If legal representation is needed, 
the financial test will be whether the person is able to afford 
the cost of litigation,,. 

The Legal Aid Office has been operating in the 
capital cities of each State since late last year. Last month, 
"storefront" offices were opened at Ipswich in Queensland, 
Burnie in Tasmania, Fretfmantle in Western Australia, 
Elizabeth in South Australia, Sunshine in Victoria and 
Blacktown in New South Wales. Other regional offices will 
be opened shortly. 

The services provided by these offices have been in 
demand since they were opened, especially the service of 
"duty lawyer" at the local Courts of Petty Sessions. The 
duty lawyer from the Office provides legal advice at the Court, 
especially to people in custody and handles applications for 
bail or adjournment and pleas of guilty0 

The Australian Legal Aid Office will provide a 
community legal service that will work in conjunction with 
the private legal profession and with other legal aid and 
community welfare organisations^ 
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The new Director will liaise with existing legal 
aid organisations conducted by the States and the Law 
Societies to avoid duplication and to work out the best roles 
for the respective services, 

Mr0 Harkins was the Deputy Crown Solicitor in 
Canberra before his appointment as Director,, He graduated 
from the University of Sydney in 1941 as a Bachelor of 
Laws and in 1946 as a Bachelor of Economics0 He was 
admitted as a Barrister of the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales in 1941 and as a Solicitor in 1952. He served with 
the A.I.F. from 1941 to 1944. 

In the Attorney-General's Department, he was in 
charge of the Legal Service Bureau in Sydney and has been 
involved at senior levels with trade practices law, 
criminal and copyright law and was appointed by the 
Attorney-General as a member of the Legal Aid Review 
Committee last year» He was the leader of the Australian 
delegation to the International Conference to revise the 
Berne and Universal Copyright Conventions in Paris in 
1971 o 

The appointment of the Assistant Director of the 
Office, Mr. Anthony William Wynne was also announced today. 

Mr. Wynne graduated from the University of Sydney as 
a Bachelor of Laws in 1958 and was admitted as a Barrister of 
the Supreme Court of New South Wales the following year. He 
served with the A.I.P. from 1941 to 1945. 

He has been Registrar of the Supreme Court of the 
Australian Capital Territory and since last year has been 
acting senior assistant secretary in the Legal Aid Services 
Brancho 

Canberra. 
June 6, 1974. 
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