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COMMUNITY STREET BANNERS FOR FESTIVAL 

Adelaide is to be festooned with hundreds of brightly designed and 
hand-crafted street banners for the Festival of Arts next March. 

Each banner will be the loving creation of some community or family 
group and will be an original work of art in its own right. 

Announcing this today, the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the 
Adelaide Festival, Mr. Bruce Macklin, said that the banner making, to 
be code named Adelaide Banner Festival 76, will be the most ambitious 
community involvement arts exercise yet undertaken in Australia and 
one of the most exciting anywhere in the world. 

"The idea is the culmination of several months of planning and 
investigation by the Festival administration," Mr. Macklin said. 

"Its implementation has been made possible by the generosity of the 
Bank of Adelaide and The News who will jointly sponsor the scheme," 
he said. 

"The Bank has donated $3,500 for the purchase of backing material to 
give to groups for their banners and The News will give the project 
extensive advertising and general promotion," Mr. Macklin said. 

Several sample banners have already been designed and made by Adelaide 
groups and three of these were hung today outside The Bank of Adelaide 
Head Office in King William Street for a test period of weathering. 

"We hope to have at least 600 of these beautiful banners hanging in 
city streets for four weeks leading up to and during the Festival. 
Areas we have in mind include King William Street from Victoria Square 
to the Festival Centre, and main streets intersecting it, Grote Street 
between Victoria Square and Morphett Street, the road leading from 
Adelaide airport, the Tollgate area at the foot of the hills freeway 
and Adelaide Railway Station," Mr. Macklin said. 

Mr. Macklin said the prototype banners outside the Bank measure 12 feet 
in length by 4 feet wide. 

They are made of two joined backing panels, each with its individually 
crafted, stitched, embroidered or appliqued design. 

King Will iam Road 
Adelaide 

South Austral ia 5000 

"Within a few weeks, The News will be publishing a lift out 'How to 
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make your Festival banner' supplement which will tell community and 
family groups what is involved in making one for the city streets," 
Mr. Macklin said. 

The Festival is at present preparing sufficient backing material for 
some 600 banners and these will be available to the public in early 
October along with a full colour detailed brochure giving advice and 
suggestions on how to go about making a banner. 

"We hope, of course, that as the scheme gets underway we will get 
considerable community and business involvement in the banner project, 
not just in designing and making banners but in donations of further 
backing material and scraps for incorporating in the designs, as well 
as help with the very big job of manufacturing special brackets and 
fittings from which to hang the finished banners," he said. 

"Finally, we hope that city service utilities may give us an extra 
helping hand by putting the banners up for us," he said. 

Mr. Macklin said he believed that Adelaide Banner Festival 76 will 
generate a whole new feeling of community involvement in the Festival 
of Arts. 

"Last Festival there was considerable criticism that the city lacked a 
real Festival feeling," he said. 

"Next March we hope to have the most colourful and stimulating street 
decorations in the Festival's history," he said. 

"It's all up to the community." 

Released by : Mr. Tony Frewin, 
Publicity Manager, 
Adelaide Festival of Arts, 
Adelaide Festival Centre, 
King William Road, 
ADELAIDE, S.A. 5000 

For further information, please contact either Tony Frewin or 
Norman Hudson, Press Officer on 51 8211. 

Wednesday 20th August, 1975 
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