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PRESS RELEASE FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PREMIER, DON DUNSTAN. . • 

MIGRANT TELEVISION. 3.12.74 

South Australian Premier, Don Dunstan, today urged Australian 
television executives to screen more special programmes for 
migrants on both commercial and public t.v. channels. 

He was speaking to the Television Club of Melbourne. 

Mr. Dunstan said Australia was a multi--cultural nation. 

Migrant Australians had a wide range of cultural background. 

"They adapt readily to our way of life but they are rightly proud 
of their heritage and are reshaping Australia in consequence", he 
said. 

Many migrants were totally fluent in English - a large number-
were not so fluent. 

They supported some 50 foreign-language newspapers because of their 
national-cultural consciousness and their desire to retain some 
contact with their origins. 

"I believe this is wholly for the good. Diversity if a virtue and 
we should rejoice in it. We all gain from it". 

Mr. Dunstan said he believed this section of the population had 
not been as well served by television as it could be. 

"I think there is a place - certainly in the capital cities - for 
ethnic-orientated programmes. They could be lively, multi-lingual 
and mixed in content, featuring music, news, current affairs, 
interviews, etcetera. 

"They would contribute to the general community's understanding of 
and sympathy with other people's problems: they would fill a real 
gap and they would be entertaining. I would venture to suggest that 
their audience would by no means by wholly migrant," he added. 

He said some work had already been done in this area, and agreed that 
additional programmes would cost money and require specialist talents 
to succeed. / 

"But I think they would be a success in their own right and that they 
would be a public service and a public relations plus for 'their 
sponsors, " he added. 
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