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36 
aPEBflH BY 0?HE PRliMIER. Ml PUNSTAN. AT EDEN .PAR!C BOYS' HOME OPEN DAY. 

MOUNT BARKER. 23-.3.74 
Brigadier Long, Colonel Everett, Ladies and Gentlemen; 
Thank you very much for inviting me here. It's an invitation I was 
anxious to accept because I've always been an admirer of the work 
of the Salvation Army,. 
The Army is a truly international institution and Australia has been 
in the forefront of its activities virtually throughout its history. 
As most of you will know, it's a story that goes back to the 
pioneering work of General Booth's son, Herbert, who came here to 
establish the Army in Australia and New Zealand. 
It was, in fact, thanks to his missionary zeal that Australia was 
where one of the world's first feature films was produced -
"Soldiers of the Cross" made in 1900 under his direction. 
There's much to admire about the Army.. 
But I think the thing that impresses outsiders most is the passionate 
concern of its members for other people, especially those who are 
down on their luck, and the readiness of the Salvos to roll up their 
sleeves, pitch in and help. 
It's a Salvation Army in two senses - the christian one and it's 
been the salvation of many, many thousands who would otherwise have 
ended their lives, in povertyi loneliness and despair... 
The Army is always willing to get onto the streets, wherever they're 
needed and help people. You can see them doing it in Whitmore Square 
in Adelaide, in Sydney, Perth, Brisbane, across Australia and overseas. 
We can see it being done in Mount Barker where boys with special 
problems get assistance and help from people with care. The State 
Government was most happy to provide financial support to this Home. 
But1that's not what is important here. What is, is the spirit of 
the Army and the Auxiliary whose dedication gives its special 
atmosphere. 
Here I must make special mention of Mrs Shirley Lewis and her team. 
At the beginning of 1972 Mrs Lewis visited "Eden Park" as she wanted 
to become actively interested in the boys. On her first visit she 
thought of the "Open Day" as a way for families to get together and 
enjoy themselves, as well as provide a means of fund raising for 
the benefit of the boys. Together with a group of her friends, 
known as "The Friends of Eden Park", and the Eden Park Auxiliary, 
comprised mainly of residents of Mt. Barker, they have worked 
tirelessly and contributed amenities and personal benefits to the' 
boys. It was a grand idea and I'm delighted to have been asked 
to join you today., 
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a, 
I gather that this Isjho first "Ea.rl Park" boy of the year trophy 
presentation, and both- boys and staff have voted on the 'popular' 
boy. The result was so close that it's been decided to present a 
trophy, to the "Eden Parle" junior boy of the year as well. It's a 
judgement of Solomon in keeping with the Army tradition and it gives 
me much pleasuro now to present the trophies to the winners. 

Thank you. 
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