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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT FAREWELL TO THE ANGLICAN / / 
ARCHBISHOP OF ADELAIDE. ADELAIDE. 30.9.74. ^ b ^ S 

Your Excellencies, Your Grace, My Lord Bishop, My Lord Mayor, 
Reverend Gentlemen, ladies and gentlemen : 

We are met tonight to pay tribute to one of South Australia's 
friends and I welcome the opportunity to do so both as Premier 
and as a private citizen. 

Tonight marks the end of the Archbishop's 48 years of service to 
the Anglican Church and an episcopate of more than 17 years. 

In that time he has earned the respect of us all as an eminent 
divine, as a scholar of note, as a poet, as an administrator of 
wisdom and imagination and as a human being of high Christian 
principle. 

In that time, too, he has notched up an. impressive series of "firsts". 

He graduated - naturally - from St. Barnabas' College with a first 
class degree. 

In 1957, when consecrated Bishop of Adelaide, he became the first 
Australian-born bishop appointed to a capital city. 

He was, of course, the first Archbishop in the church's history 
in South Australia. 

But that's by no means all. 

A quick study of the Guinness Book of Records suggests that he was 
the first Archbishop to appear on stage as a petty criminal. For 
the statistically minded he was, I gather, Uncle Joe the poacher in 
"The Amorous Prawn" at a charity performance last year. 

In the same inovatory spirit - and again Guinness does not deny it -
I believe he was our first bishop to say there was nothing wrong 
with the clergy wearing shorts. 

But of course Archbishop Reed's enduring legacy is as a church 
administrator of vision, as a scholar of renown, and a man of 
compassion and understanding. 

As ecclesiastical administrator he cut, Gordian style, through the 
thickets of canon law to re-organise the church in South Australia. 
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His strengthening of the Diocese of WHLochra, and formation of the 
new Diocese of Murray was followed in 1973 by the formation of the 
Province of South Australia - a remarkable but typical achievement. 

As a scholar he is the undoubted authority on Henry Kendall, being 
responsible both for the definitive edition of his works and a 
full-length biography - a task which earned the rare degree of 
Doctor of Letters from Adelaide University. 

He is, of course, also a poet in his own right. 

Perhaps less well known is the trouble that the Archbishop's love 
of language can get him into. 

I recall that - like most of us - he has favourite words. One 
of his, to describe sundry goings on of which he disapproved, was 
(and may still be) "skullduggery". 

Well, I'm told that during one fairly intense synod meeting Dr. Reed 
said of a certain proposal that it was nothing more or less than 
"skullduggery". 

Whereupon a bishop from a distant and equatorial see, who was 
notoriously hard of hearing, rose and thundered in protest that 
he had never heard such language in his life. 

What precisely he thought he heard or Dr. Reed's response is not 
recorded. 

And the Archbishop's love of language isn't confined to its utterance. 

Many of you tonight will recall his strictures last year about bad 
and worsening handwriting - letters which were "almost an affront 
and undoubtedly a discourtesy". 

I must iri all humility admit tonight that - reading that - I 
henceforth decided to have all future correspondence to His Grace 
clearly and legibly typed. 

But surely the Archbishop will be remembered in South Australia 
above all as a persuasive Christian leader - a man of indomitable 
faith and resolution. 

All of us concerned with social justice will recall with gratitude 
his advocacy of an enquiry into poverty and his quiet work to help 
those in distress in our community. 
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So far I have spoken only of the Archbishop. That's an error -
almost an heresy. 

Mrs. Reed has won friends and admirers throughout Australia for 
her work through the church and other organisations to help the 
needy - especially children in need. 

So tonight we pay tribute both to Archbishop and to Mrs. Reed for 
the great work they have done in this State. 

On behalf, therefore, of the Government and I'm sure the people of 
South Australia, may I thank you for a ministry of nearly half a 
century and for the example of Christian leadership you have shown us. 

Thank You. 
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