
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231

This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/2657
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/

Title:
Speech at Castrol 75th anniversary dinner, Old Lion Hotel

Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/2657

© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan



SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT CASTROL 7STH ANNIVERSARY 
DINNER - OLD LION HOTEL - 18/10/74 

Mr. Blight, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Thank you very much for inviting me to be with you tonight. 

Castrol in Australia have reason to feel very pleased with 
themselves tonight. The company can look back over three-
quarters of a century of achievement by its British parent and 
the later Australian connection. And it can look to an assured 
future here as a member of the Burmah group with its stake in 
the North West Shelf and Cooper Basin fields. 

In his invitation Mr. Blight stressed that this was an 
informal occasion. So, although there are many topics of great 
current concern to us both in economic and resources policy, 
I don't think this is the place for a weighty political oration. 

Besides, he also sent me a copy of the company's 
handsome anniversary publication "Wheels, Wings and Water" 
and that, and the display mounted here tonight, set me thinking. 

I don't think there's anything to compare with the 
nostalgia appeal of vintage and veteran cars, or buses, 
planes and boats for that matter. 

They always seem to look simultaneously quaint and 
elegant. Nobody can resist them as they bring out the small 
boy in all of us. And they hark back to an earlier, more 
innocent age - one where the roads were fresh and open, 
not strewn with wreckage and bloodstains and overladen with 
poisonous gases - where petrol came in cans not via all-
powerful national cartels. 

You probably saw in today's paper that the most popular 
exhibition in London today is built round this very theme. 

So we look back on these bygone chariots for the most 
part wistfully but, as we climb into our automatic, air-
conditbned streamlined vehicles of today, with a sense of 
superiority and a knowledge of technology marching inexorably on. 
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It is - of course - quite misplaced. 
Seventy-five years from now - and probably very much less 

than that - our latest Holdens, Chryslers and Fords are going 
to look just as quaint. 

People will look back on us with the same pitying 
smugness. And the cars themselves will be collectors' pieces 
probably commanding - the way inflation is going now - a 
price tag of $1 million or so. 

And not only the cars - freeways and service stations 
will be tourist centres. 

So I suspect will whole cities. Every time I visit 
Canberra I have a vision of the place - more a fantasy really -
as the Disneyland of the late 21st century. 

The whole place is designed around the motor car. 
The fundamental difference between a later 20th century city 
and those of earlier centuries is one of scale. They're 
built for walking around and are of a size to do so. 
Canberra has to be driven around. 

So the enchanted tourist there in the future will -
at no doubt great cost - be put in one of those funny old 
vehicles of 197t with those curious internal combustion engines 
and taken for a drive round the highspots to the hilarity of 
all and the profit of the concessionaire, rather as we 
nostagically climb into horse-drawn vehicles to see existing 
tourist meccas. 

Before leaving, too, no doubt the same tourist will 
queue to buy reproductions of old used-car oil company ads. 

Obviously there's a very serious side to what I'm 
saying - the energy crisis is the current vogue phrase for it -
and it's going to have profound implications for our society. 

It'8 just that as one who has from time to time had 
exasperating experiences in our national capital, and as a 
State Treasurer who has envied its lavish public works and 
roads, I like to think of the place as Swan Hill Mark Two. 
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One thing of which I am sure is that Castrol with its 
proven record of anticipating and providing for change, will 
still be on the scene, still profitable and still serving 
the community. 

So, Mr. Blight, my congratulations on the company's 
achievement so far and my best wishes for the future. 

Thank you. 
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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT CASTROL 78TH ANNIVERSARY 
DINNER - OLD LION HOTEL - 18/10/74 

Mr. Blight, Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Thank you very much for inviting me to be with you tonight. 

Castrol in Australia have reason to feel very pleased with 
themselves tonight. The company can look back over three-
quarters of a century of achievement by its British parent and 
the later Australian connection. And it can look to an assured 
future here as a member of the Burmah group with its stake in 
the North West Shelf and Cooper Basin fields. 

In his invitation Mr. Blight stressed that this was an 
informal occasion. So, although there are many topics of great 
current concern to us both in economic and resources policy, 
I don't think this is the place for a weighty political oration. 

Besides, he also sent me a copy of the company's 
handsome anniversary publication "Wheels, Wings and Water" 
and that, and the display mounted here tonight, set me thinking. 

I don't think there's anything to compare with the 
nostalgia appeal of vintage and veteran cars, or buses, 
planes and boats for that matter. 

They always seem to look simultaneously quaint and 
elegant. Nobody can resist them as they bring out the small 
boy in all of us. And they hark back to an earlier, more 
innocent age - one where the roads were fresh and open, 
not strewn with wreckage and bloodstains and overladen with 
poisonous gases - where petrol came in cans not via all-
powerful national cartels. 

You probably saw in today's paper that the most popular 
exhibition in London today is built round this very theme. 

So we look back on these bygone chariots for the most 
part wistfully but, as we climb into our automatic, air-
conditbned streamlined vehicles of today, with a sense of 
superiority and a knowledge of technology marching inexorably on. 
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It is - of course - quite misplaced. 
Seventy-five years from now - and probably very much less 

than that - our latest Holdens, Chryslers and Fords are going 
to look just as quaint. 

People will look back on us with the same pitying 
smugness. And the cars themselves will be collectors' pieces 
probably commanding - the way inflation is going now - a 
price tag of $1 million or so. 

And not only the cars - freeways and service stations 
will be tourist centres. 

So I suspect will whole cities. Every time I visit 
Canberra I have a vision of the place - more a fantasy really -
as the Disneyland of the late 21st century. 

The whole place is designed around the motor car. 
The fundamental difference between a later 20th century city 
and those of earlier centuries is one of scale. They're 
built for walking around and are of a size to do so. 
Canberra has to be driven around. 

So the enchanted tourist there in the future will -
at no doubt great cost - be put in one of those funny old 
vehicles of 1974 with those curious internal combustion engines 
and taken for a drive round the highspots to the hilarity of 
all and the profit of the concessionaire, rather as we 
nostagically climb into horse-drawn vehicles to see existing 
tourist meccas. 

Before leaving, too, no doubt the same tourist will 
queue to buy reproductions of old used-car oil company ads. 

Obviously there's a very serious side to what I'm 
saying - the energy crisis is the current vogue phrase for it -
and it's going to have profound implications for our society. 

It's just that as one who has from time to time had 
exasperating experiences in our national capital, and as a 
State Treasurer who has envied its lavish public works and 
roads, I like to think of the place as Swan Hill Mark Two. 
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One thing of which I am sure is that Castrol with its 
proven record of anticipating and providing for change, will 
still be on the scene, still profitable and still serving 
the community. 

So, Mr. Blight, my congratulations on the company's 
achievement so far and my best wishes for the future. 

Thank you. 
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