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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING WINE BUSHING FESTIVAL 
MCLAREN VALE. 26/10/74. 

Mr. Hardy, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Thank you very much for inviting me to open this second Wine 
Bushing Festival. 

I've been an enthusiast about it from the start. I think it's a 
great idea, one that'll provide fun for thousands of people over 
the years and which will, I'm sure, be a big money-spinner for 
this area. 

It also fits in perfectly with the State Government's policies of 
tourism and wine promotion. 

It's a distinctive event, with its own theme, feel and flavour, 
but it also complements others such as the Barossa Vintage Festival, 
It will further consolidate our position as Australia's premier 
wine and festival State. 

It's not generally realised, in fact, just how important the 
Southern Vales are to the industry. This area including Adelaide 
accounts for more than 11 per cent of the total - and that's a 
lot of grapes about 25 thousand tonnes a year. 

And, as I'm sure very many people are going to find out over the 
next nine days, they're used to very good effect by some of 
Australia's most talented winemakers. 

Grape growing and wine making, of course, have a long history in 
this area back to the earliest days of settlement informally and 
commercially since 1855. 

In consequence the already beautiful soft, undulating countryside 
was transformed into one of the most attractive and civilised 
landscapes anywhere with its blend of fine stone buildings, 
vineyards, and hills. 

The southern vales and the way the vineyards run virtually into 
the city are a real joy. 

It is a landscape which is tranquil, mellow, especially South 
Australian, irreplaceable - and in jeopardy. 
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There is a very real danger that unless action is taken, the 
southern vales will become the southern subdivisions. As you 
know, many vineyards have already been torn up, stripped and made 
into suburbs. 

Everyone here will know of cases where this has happened and will 
recall the sadness and anger felt watching it happen. 

It is a very great shame. 

Continued depredation would mean the loss of the southern vales as 
a wine area. That would be unforgiveable - a tragedy. 

The State Government believes the vineyards of Happy Valley, 
Morphett Vale, Reynella, McLaren Vale the whole southern vales 
area are of very great value to South Australia. It acknowledges 
that they are vulnerable and believes they should be protected. 

Present planning legislation, unfortunately, does not ensure this. 

I believe the preservation of this land is vital to the production 
of high quality wines, fruit and vegetables for the growing number 
of local, interstate and overseas consumers. I believe it is 
vital for our rapidly expanding tourism industry. 

And I believe that a society which cherishes civilised values 
and which has a committment to maintain and improve the quality 
of life demands its retention. 

Accordingly, I have given instructions for a thorough 
examination into ways and means by which the State Government 
can ensure it. 

Obviously we have to provide suburban housing of quality and 
quantity for a rising population. But this should not, and 
need not, be at the expense of those vineyarcfe and other areas. 

They are part of our heritage and should be treated as such 
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And as this Festival itself shows it is a lively heritage 
something to be enjoyed. We have a responsibility to ensure 
that our children and our grandchildren, too, are able to enjoy it. 

Once again thank you for asking me to be with you today. 

I know just how much hard work and enthusiasm has gone into its 
organisation. The first Festival was a great success despite 
the severe problems brought about by the then fuel shortage. 
Much was learned from the experience then and has been applied 
to ensure that this one will be an even greater one. 

I have very much pleasure in formally declaring it open. 

Thank you. 
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There is a very real danger that unless action is taken, the 
southern vales will become the southern subdivisions. As you 
know, many vineyards have already been torn up, stripped and made 
into suburbs. 

Everyone here will know of cases where this has happened and will 
recall the Badness and anger felt watching it happen. 

It is a very great shame. 

Continued depredation would mean the loss of the southern vales as 
a wine area. That would be unforgiveable - a tragedy. 

The State Government believes the vineyards of Happy Valley, 
Morphett Vale, Reynella, McLaren Vale the whole southern vales 
area are of very great value to 5outh Australia. It acknowledges 
that they are vulnerable and believes they should be protected. 

Present planning legislation, unfortunately, does not ensure this, 

I believe the preservation of this land is vital to the production 
of high quality wines, fruit and vegetables for the growing number 
of local, interstate and overseas consumers. I believe it is 
vital for our rapidly expanding tourism industry. 

And I believe that a society which cherishes civilised values 
and which has a committment to maintain and improve the quality 
of life demands its retention. 

Accordingly, I have given instructions for a thorough 
examination into ways and means by which the State Government 
can ensure it. 

Obviously we hove to provide suburban housing of quality and 
quantity for a rising population. But this should not, and 
need not, be at the expense of those vineyarcfe and other areas. 

They are part of our heritage and should be treated as such. 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



- 3 -
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the severe problems brought about by the then fuel shortage. 
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