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SPEECH NOTES FOR THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT YOUNG FILM MAKERS' 
AWARDS. CHANNEL 10. 20.11.74. 

Mr. Simpson, Mr. Trost, ladies & gentlemen, young film makers: 
Thank you very much for inviting me to present tonight's awards. 

The award scheme is now in its second year and is similar to one 
inaugurated by SAS 10's sister station (TVW 7) in Perth and, like it, 
carries prize money of $2,000 - the richest student film awards in 
Australia. 

Film making in South Australia has a lengthy history but only recently 
has become a real success story. 

The spur to it, of course, was the creation of the South Australian 
Film Corporation which - the carping of a handful of ill-informed 
critics notwithstanding - has set a cracking pace and had remarkable 
Results in a very short space of time. 

Channel 10 introduced this film award to add further emphasis to the 
lead that Australia is receiving from the Corporation. 

Already the Corporation's influence has been shown in the standard of 
work presented by the students. 

Some of them have been under the notice for some time by the Corporation 
and are well known to Mr. Gil Brealey, its Chairman, and one of the 
judges of the Award. 

Indeed some of the award winners have been further assisted in film-
jpiking projects by Mr. Brealey and the Corporation. 

The Award entries also reflect very great credit on instructors and 
advisers at the various schools and tertiary institutions. The 
standards are generally considered to be as high, if not higher, than 
any other State in Australia. Even at primary school level, nine 
and ten year-olds are producing some quite remarkable work. 

And this year's category one winner. Gerald Thompson of Campbelltown 
High School, has swept all before him with a quite remarkable 45-minute 
film ... "easily the most outstanding entry seen in either South 
Australia or Western Australia" - the words are those of the chairman 
of the judges, Mr. Tom Stacey, executive officer of the Australian 
Film Development Corporation. 

.2. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



. * 

I - 2 -

The work being done by our young film makers is of the utmost importance 
in view of the opening next April of the Federal Government's new Film 
and Television School in Sydney. 

It will have an initial intake of 25 students selected from more than 
700 applicants from all States in recent months. 

At present, five South Australian students are on a short list of 45 
from which the final 25 will be selected and named before Christmas. 

Some of these students have been entrants in the SAS 10 award in the 
past two years. In fact, Gerald Thompson's winning film was seen by 
executives of the Film and Television School when they visited Adelaide 
recently. 

There is plenty of evidence that the whole film-making scene in 
^^ustralia has suddenly come alive. Australian-made films like the 
Adventures of Barry McKenzie, Alvin Purple and most recently The 
Cars that Ate Paris are making their mark on the overseas market. 

This will open up many opportunities for young film makers and South 
Australians will be well to the fore. And on the local scene the 
Corporation is now preparing for its second feature film "Storm Bay" 
based on a story by South Australian author, Colin Thiele. It's 
noteworthy too, that the Western Australian Government has been making 
inquiries about the possibility of setting up its own film-development 
body. In this it has received advice from Mr. Brealey. 

This is just another of the several ways other States are looking to us 
^>r guidance in the building up of the industry. 

My congratulations to Channel 10 for sponsoring this scheme. It 
provides recognition for young South Australians who in working with 
film can have a lot of fun while developing their creative talents 
in a novel and exciting way. 

It's now my very pleasant duty to present the awards. 

Thank You. 
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