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SPEECH' NOTES FOR THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE ANTI-APARTHEID RALLY. 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 10.12.74. 

The forces that Harold MacMillan called "the winds of change", are today 
tearing at the wide heart-land of Southern Africa more strongly than 
ever before. 

Over the past few days we have been treated to another repetition of 
history as nationalist leaders are plucked from jail directly to the 
negotiating table. 

We have had the even more unlikely spectacle of a South African Prime 
Minister preaching peace and moderation and promising great reform. 
He even says he is going to ilow black soldiers to carry guns - he says. 

Why? Well, it's nothing to do with the vows of conscience or a sudden 
change of heart. 

It's called hard realpolitik. The revolution in Portugal and the 
liberation of Angola and Mozambique coming sooner than many people 
dared hope and the increasing guerilla war in Rhodesia leaves South 
Africa isolated. 

Now, the South African Government makes much of its promised changes. 

I suspect the only one that is coming is that they are going into 
laager behind the Limpopo and not the Zambesi, and that there are going 
to be a few bits of tokenism to try to appease the world and 
especially African opinion. 

It is another example of that extraordinary brand of self-delusion 
and cynicism that enabled Dr. Verwoerd, with a perfectly straight 
face, to describe Apartheid as a policy of "good neighbourliness". 

Whatever official face the propagandists try to put on it, Apartheid 
is as it always has been, a policy of misery and repression - it 
stinks in the nostrils of decent people. 

It is greatly to the credit of the present Australian Government that 
it has reversed the hypocritical policy of its predecessor and now 
formally allied itself with those working for change and for human 
dignity in South Africa. 
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Demonstrations like these cannot do much but they do play a small 
part in bringing home of officials in South Africa that ordinary 
South Australians detest Apartheid. For be sure of one thing, the 
South Africans are super-sensitive - their Canberra Embassy will report 
on this gathering - which is additional reason why I, as Premier, 
wanted to be with you today. 

Let the Embassy report back these words. 

"Africans want to be allowed to perform work which they are capable of 
doing, not work which the Government declares them capable of doing. 

"We want to be able to live where we obtain work, and not be endorsed 
out of an area because we were not born there. 

"We want to be able to own land in places where we work and not be 
obliged to live in rented houses which we can never call our own, 

"We want to be part of the general population and not confined to 
living in our ghettos. 

"African men want to have their wives and children living with thsm 
where they work and not forced into an unnatural existence in mens 
hostels. Our women want to be with their men-folk and not to be left 
permanently widowed in the reserves. 

"We want to be allowed out after 11 o'clock at night and not be 
confined to our rooms like little children. 

"We want to be allowed to travel in our own country and to seek work 
where we want to and not where the Labour Bureau tells us to. 

"We want a just share in the whole of South Africa. 

"We want security and a stake in society. 

"Above all, My Lord, we want equal political rights because without 
them our disabilities will be permanent. 

Nelson Mandela made those simple demands in 1964 at the Rivonia trial. 

A decade later they still stand unanswered. 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



SPEECH NOTES FOR THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT THE ANTI-APARTHEID RALLY. 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. 10.12.74. 

The fo rces that Harold MacMillan called "the winds of change", are today 
tearing at the wide heart-land of Southern Africa more strongly than 
ever before. 

Over the past few days we have been treated to another repetition of 
history as nationalist leaders are plucked from jail directly to the 
negotiating table. 

We have had the even more unlikely spectacle of a South African Prime 
Minister preaching peace and moderation and promising great reform. 
He even says he is going to ilow black soldiers to carry guns - he says. 

Why? Well, it's nothing to do with the vows of conscience or a sudden 
change of heart. 

It's called hard realpolitik. The revolution in Portugal and the 
liberation of Angola and Mozambique coming sooner than many people 
dared hope and the increasing guerilla war in Rhodesia leaves South 
Africa isolated. 

Now, the 5outh African Government makes much of its promised changes. 

I suspect the only one that is coming is that they are going into , 
laager behind the Limpopo and not the Zambesi, and that there are going 
to be a few bits of tokenism to try to appease the world and 
especially African opinion. 

It is another example of that extraordinary brand of self-delusion 
and cynicism that enabled Dr. Verwoerd, with a perfectly straight 
face, to describe Apartheid as a policy of "good neighbourliness". 

Whatever official face the propagandists try to put on it, Apartheid 
is as it always has been, a policy of misery and repression - it 
stinks in the nostrils of decent people. 

It is greatly to the credit of the present Australian Government that 
it has reversed the hypocritical policy of its predecessor and now 
formally allied itself with those working for change and for human 
dignity in 5outh Africa. 

.2. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



- 2 -

Demonstrations' like these cannot do much but they do play a small 
part in bringing home of officials in South Africa that ordinary 
South Australians detest Apartheid. For be sure of one thing, the 
South Africans are super-sensitive - their Canberra Embassy will report 
on this gathering - which is additional reason why I, as Premier, 
wanted to be with you today. 

Let the Embassy report back these words. 

"Africans want to be allowed to perform work which they are capable of 
doing, not work which the Government declares them capable of doing. 

"We want to be able to live where we obtain work, and not be endorsed 
out of an area because we were not born there. 

"We want to be able to own land in places where we work and not be 
obliged to live in rented houses which we can never call our own, 

"We want to be part of the general population and not confined to 
living in our ghettos. 

"African men want to have their wives and children living with them 
where they work and not forced into an unnatural existence in mens 
hostels. Our women want to be with their men-folk and not to be left 
permanently widowed in the reserves. 

"We want to be allowed out after 11 o'clock at night and not be 
confined to our rooms like little children. 

"We want to be allowed to travel in our own country and to seek work 
where we want to and not where the Labour Bureau tells us to, 

"We want a just share in the whole of South Africa. 

"We want security and a stake in society. 

"Above all, My Lord, we want equal political rights because without 
them our disabilities will be permanent. 

Nelson Mandela made those simple demands in 1964 at the Rivonia trial. 

A decade later they still stand unanswered. 

i Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.


