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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, AT PROCLAMATION DAY CEREMONY. 
GLENEL.G. 30.12.74. 

Your Excellencies, Your Honours, Your Worship, My Ministerial and 
Parliamentary Colleagues, ladies and gentlemen i 

Tragically we have been reminded anew in recent days of just how 
tenuous our hold on this vast continent can be; of how the lucky 
country can so quickly become the savage country. 

We've also learned anew of the quiet heroism and the generous hearts 
of the ordinary men and women of Australia. 

And we've seen that determination of spirit which has built modern 
Australia in the face of hardship and appalling natural calamity.. 

The people who gathered here at the end of 1 836 to ~r . 
proclaim a free colony in Australia and to watch the swearing in of 
Jts official had the same kind of courage. And they needed it. 

They were remarkable people. But they weren't extraordinarily' 
heroic. 

True they were at the end of a journey that was long and dangerous. 
True, too, they faced an uncertain future and unknown perils in a 
harsh land. 

But they didn't see themselves as grand adventurers searching for 
a plsice in history. 

They were, for the most part very down to earth. Many of them 
had deep religios convictions, A significant number were outspoken, 
Ijlidical, religious dissenters. 

But they weren't here to escape persecution. They were looking for 
more prosperous and comfortable lives than were possible at home. 

Idealists, perhaps, but they were idealists of a very 19th century 
sort.; 

And yet their precarious experiment, the vigour and enterprise with 
which they pursued it and the hardships they underwent produced a 
society which is - in a number of important ways - unique. 
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It wasn't .a. very grand ceremony, 

It's said that some of the Marines who formed the guard of honour 
were drunk and that, by the end of the day, so were many of the 
other colonists. The new settlers enthusiastically sang the national 
anthem - but most of them asked God to save King George, forgetting 
that King William was newly arrived on the throne. 

Colonel William Light boycotted the occasion in favour of his 
surveying work - so both symbolically and effectively beginning a 
concern with city planning and its conflict with capital and 
conservative authority that is with us still. 

But there was something simple and even noble about it too. The 
settlers may have had very practical motives. But they also had a 
genuine vision of the good life and the driving will to make it a 
Reality. 

They were standing in a wilderness. But one of them wrote about what 
he saw looking across the Glenelg plain that day in a way that sums 
up their self-confidence and their enthusiasm: 

"They are of great extent, as nearly as could be guessed twenty 
miles in length by about eight in breadth. The soil appeared to be 
of the richest quality, and was pronounced equal by those who had 
seen both, to the prairies of Ohio and Indiana. Numerous splendid 
trees . . . in f ull flower studded the plain. The lupin, butter-
cup, and several of the wild flowers of our own country, were met 
with and hailed with delight. Parrots, parroquets and quails were found 

^ ^ great variety.. Everything indicated, in short, the wild profusion 
'^ffiich Nature delights to throw over her most favoured spots". 

They made mistakes, of course, and the early hopes and boom period 
was soon followed by hardship. The first settler child was born 
shortly after the ceremony. Within seven weeks both mother and child 
were dead. 

But very rapidly - and always with controversy - they established 
a society, based on democratic institutions, of reform and innovation. 

The only major fault was (and in some respects still is) a callous 
disregard of the rights of the Aboriginal race. 
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There was emphasis on the rights of property - often, but not always, 
balanced by the demands of the land and planning reformers. 

The creation of this new society was accomplished in the face of 
severe and sometimes crippling hardship. 

Prosperity was followed by depression. A hard won stretch of farmland 
could be wiped out by drought or flood. 

It was a pattern that was repeated in different ways across Australia. 

And it produced societies which had very much in common but which 
were proud of their distinction one from the other. 

Ultimately - through the efforts of a diverse and cosmopolitan 
population - it produced a nation - one whose national unity is the 
product of its national diversity. 

^ believe that as a nation this is our greatest strength, that we 
must nurture our diversity if we are to maintain the kind of 
tolerant, dynamic society which I think most Australians want. 

Its success is the products of many people. The original British 
settler stock has been enriched by migrants from every European 
country and many of those of Asia. 

Today we celebrate especially the first of these arrivals and we 
honour them as men and women of courage, tenacity and high purpose. 

We do so at a time of national disaster - one which has brought 
grief to some and which affects us all. I 
We feel especially close to the people of the Territory. 

From the time of the 1866 expedition, what happens there has been 
important to us. 

Today:we feel closer than ever. 

Many of our people have relatives or friends who have died or whose 
lives have been disrupted by the devastation of Darwin. All of us 
share.their sorrow. 

South Australians have responded magnificently to the calls made 
on them. They have given generously and have opened their homes to the 
refugees. 
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The reconstruction of Darwin will require a very great effort. 

For its part the South Australian Government will do all in its 
power to help. Our resources will be committed to the full to 
ensure that we meet the needs of the people of Darwin and to see 
that their city is rebuilt in the shortest possible time. 

At every level I know that South Australians will not be found 
wanting. 

It is ;a job that calls for the same qualities possessed by that group 
which met here in 1836 - qualities which they have bequeathed to the 
present generation of Australians. 
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The reconstruction of Darwin will require a very great effort. 

For its part the South Australian Government will do all in its 
power to help. Our resources will be committed to the full to 
ensure that we meet the needs of the people of Darwin and to see 
that their city is rebuilt in the shortest possible time. 

At every level I know that South Australians will not be found 
wanting. 

It is a job that calls for the same qualities possessed by that group 
which met here in 1B36 - qualities which they have bequeathed to the 
present generation of Australians. 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.


