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3o 
SPEECH NOTES FOR THE PREMIER, MR. DUNSTAN, OPENING MINLATON CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS. MINLATON. 5.4.75. 

Mr.. Boundy, ladies and gentlemen : 

Thank you very much for inviting me to join you today and formally to 
open the centenary celebrations. 

The history and pattern of settlement in South Australia make it 
inevitable that our centenaries should crowd together. It's a reflection 
of the extraordinary determination and thrustfulness of the pioneer 
settlers and a tribute to their foresightedness in selecting the right 
sites for urban development. 

^^onetheless, there is something special about Minlaton's celebrations. 

I think this is because of the charm of Minlaton itself (and the regard 
people here have shown for the buildings of its formative years) and 
because of the unique character of the Yorke Peninsula countryside -
gently undulating landscape, part natural part man-wrought with an ideal 
climate and a superb, majestic coastline. 

One of the principal reasons for organising a centenary such as this is 
to remind the present generation - and most importantly the young people -
of what has been achieved and the triumphs and the struggles they 
entailed. 

But it also has a very practical effect in bringing the district's appeal 
d unique qualities to the attention of people who otherwise wouldn't 

hear about it. 

We're very lucky in South Australia in the range of natural beauty 
available to us. The contrasts are spectacular - between say the apple 
orchards of Gumeracha and the opal dugouts of Coober Pedy, between the 
citrus groves of the Riverland and the barley slopes ,of Minlaton, between 
the mountains of the Flinders Ranges and the fragile beauty of the Coorong? 
the forests of Mount Gambier and the desolate beauty of the Nullcxrbo'" ; 

One could go on for much longer. We are diverse, indeed. 

One area for which South Australians have had a particular regard is the 
Yorke Peninsula. We love it for its quietness, its blend of natural and 
man-made landscape, for its small, delightful towns. ; 
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We love it so much that it is, in fact, one of the most important areas 
of all in domestic tourism - a fact that was shown up in a recent survey-
by the Australian Travel Research Conference. The Yorke Peninsula 
region was in fact exceeded only "by Adelaide and the South-East. 

In the past though we've kept these matters very much to ourselves. The 
visitors have been ourselves - when we weren't over-modest about the 
splendour of what is available here, we were over-anxious not to impart 
the news to anyone else. 

That's changing. And it's changing more rapidly than many people realise; 

The prosperity of this area rests on barley and wheat production. It 
always has and for the foreseeable future it will remain so. 

^3ut there is no doubt that tourism here has potential to be second only 
primary production. 

And there's no doubt either of the good it can do. 

It's non-pollutive; it doesn't spoil the environment, rather it can 
considerably improve and give residents facilities they did not have 
previously; it not only provides additional employment, it provides 
more diverse employment. 

In areas such as this tourism can - and I'm sure will - bring remarkable 
changes for the better in creating additional prosperity and evening out 
the effects of a drought or recession on the output of primary production. 

^fihis is why we have recognised the Yorke Peninsula as one of our distinct 
^^ourist regions and why we are now promoting it interstate and overseas. 

It's why we are planning - with caution and conviction - further tourist 
development. It's why the State Government bought Stenhouse Bay -
knowing that it could be a real tourist winner. 

I have dwelt at some length on tourism prospects. I've done so because 
I think a centenary is not just an occasion for commemoration, it's a 
time to look forward. 

The development of this town and this district has rested on agriculture. 
Despite periods of setback, even heartbreak, it's a story of progress and 
achievement. 

I'm confident that Minlaton's progress in years ahead will be at least as 
significant, though there will be a shift in the emphasis of development. 
I have very much pleasure in formally declaring the centenary celebrations 
nnpn . 
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