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\SPEECH BY THE PREMIER, OPENING SAFCOL COMPLEX, MILLICENT. 9:10:75 

Mr. Anson, 
Mr. Fowler, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I'm very pleased to be back in the South-East again, and especially-
glad to be in Millieent to open this new plant for SAFCOL. 

Your co-operative is one of the most successful ventures of its kind 
in the world - in fact it is the second largest fishing co-operative 
anywhere - and I am sure the complex I am about to open will make 

^pAFCOL's operations more efficient and profitable. 

The Government has been right behind your plans, because we believe 
very strongly in the need to expand the range of industries operating 
in the South-East, and we are prepared to back our commitment with 
action. 

In the case of this plant, it has been made possible by Government 
assistance through the Housing Trust. The Trust bought the Wattie 
Pict premises and then, in co-operation completely changed its 
function. 

The cost to the Government has been around |1 million, and it 
^akes Millicent the central plant for the co-operative's south-east 
fisheries interests. Of great importance to the town is the fact 
that the new plant will create many new jobs and will assist in 
surrounding areas. 

Development is the key to the Government's plans for your area. We 
are anxious to expand the range of industries operating in the entire 
South-East, and this plant here is not the first operation that has 
come to your region because of the direct financial assistance given 
by the Government. The Fletcher Jones factory at Mount Gambier is 
an example close to your area. 

We are anxious to help industries who wish to start operations in the 
region not only because it will give an immediate boost to the 
localities where they decide to establish, but because increased 
development anywhere in the State benefits all South Australians. The 

Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.



interdependence of city and country means that a decentralised industry 
benefits the larger cities of the State as well. 

We cannot separate the interests of people in the country from 
people in the city. To attempt to do so is the course for disaster. 
The city dweller needs the food products from the land, while the 
farmers and other primary producers need the finished manufactured 
goods produced by the industrialised centres. Just as the urban 
dweller uses the fish from canneries such as this, so the canneries 
needs the products of steel works to package its products. 

It would be impossible to try to say that a rural area such as 
Millicent can exist in isolation or that it must be treated differently 

A o any other part of South Australia. Certainly, you may have local 
problems and needs, but the mutual needs of this State, this country 
and our economy make it impossible to put any section of the community 
on a separate basis for consideration. 

This is why the South Australian Government is always determined to 
see that the country areas share in the improving lifestyle of the 
State. We have spent a great deal of time and money in Millicent 
to bring the diversity of interest and standard of community facilities 
to a level shared by the whole State. 

That has meant expenditure on a large range of Government activities 
^^uch as roads, schools, community welfare, housing and Government 
^Administration. 

We have spent almost $900>000 on roads in the area, and the Housing 
Trust has built almost 200 houses in your electorate in the last year. 
The Water and Sewerage facilities have been upgraded at a cost of 
almost $100,000 and there is more work planned. We have opened a 
Community Welfare Neighbourhood Office and provided two welfare 
workers to assist people in your community who need help. 

We have built new schools such as Mount Burr and replaced others 
like Beachport. Other schools have been given better facilities, 
more class-rooms and modern resource centres to ensure that children 
attending schools in the country are not at a disadvantage compared 
to children attending city schools. In the past two years we have 
spent or committed almost a million dollars to upgrade education 
facilities in this area, without including the $2 million South-East 
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College of Further Education "being built at Mount Gambier. 

V̂ e may not have done all that you would like - but I think any 
community working under any Government would always like more. I 
personally would love to double many of our country school replacement 
programmes, or the country roads allocations, but there is only so 
much money and we must allocate as equitably as we can. 

I am confident we have treated all the country areas properly, and 
the South-East particularly well. The charges of neglect that are 
made for political reasons rather than from any desire to bring 
about worthwhile change, are completely untrue. 

^qually untrue is the rumour being peddled around this area that the 
seat of Millicent may disappear under the Government's new redistribution 
proposals, and an extra 8,000 voters added to the seat of Mount 
Gambier. That is demonstrably false, because any electorate that 
large would not be possible under the terms of the new Boundaries 
Commission. The quota for all seats in the State will be around 
16,000, but any seat created by abolishing Millicent would be well 
over the quota, possibly with 19,000 or 20,000 voters enr-lled. 
It is just not possible for that to happen. 

The electoral reforms we have introduced have one aim - to give all 
South Australians an equal say in the running of their State. We 
cannot create divisions between country and city people electorally 

^fcny more than we can socially or economically. We all need each 
other and we all benefit from each other. 

You will see that when this plant is fully operational. The people 
who work here will improve the life of everyone in the town, through 
the financial impact and the social effects of an increase in population. 

The Government has financed and built this plant not only to assist an 
already successful venture like SAPCOL, but to improve the lifestyle 
of people in the South-East. 

I have very much pleasure in declaring the new Millicent plant of 
SAFCOL officially open. 

Thank You. 
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