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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 

November 11, 1975 
Date.. 

Embargo 
DISMISSAL OF PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM, 

State Administration Centre 
Victoria Square, Adelaide 
South Australia 5001 
228 4811 

The Premier of South Australia, Mr. Dunstan, said the events in Canberra 
were "one of the most disgraceful days in the history of parliamentary 
democracy in this country", 

"The elected Government of this country - which has been twice elected 
in the last three years - and which has a majority in the House of 
Representatives, advised the Governor-General how to break the 
political deadlock. 

"The Prime Minister advised that the Senate poll due shortly should take 
place and that, with the full representation of the Australian people, • 
the crisis could be resolved. 

"Instead of accepting that advice - as he is bound to do - the Governor-? 
General dismissed the Prime Minister, who still commanded a majority 
in the Lower House and gave a commission to the Leader of the minority 
party in the Lower House to form a caretaker Government. 

"If ever there was an extraordinary and palpable device to defeat the < 
purposes, of the Constitution that was. 

"It is a disgraceful thing, a disgraceful thing, to happen in 
Australia and I can't understand how anybody in a responsible position 
could have done it. 

"But it is now time that the people of Australia who have had this 
disaster wrecked upon them by people who have broken convention after 
convention, propriety after propriety, to stand up and say : "We will 
not take this. The people must say : "We have elected our Government. 
Our voice is going to be heard and we demand that the Government we 
elected carry out its policies and term of office. 

The people must vote Labor and work for a Labor victory. It is the 
only party which plays by the rules and provides stable and democratic 
constitutional Government in this country. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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