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Mes$ag€ from the 
President 

Welcome back to 2nd semester. 
Hope you all had fun in Alcoota 
and managed to come along to Dr. 
Wells' talk on Desert Lakes and 
Fossils. The big news is the 
AGM on September 11 at 5pm in 
028. Most of the positions are 
becoming vacant including mine. 
So anyone with Presidential 
ambitions nominate yourself and 
keep the Palaeo Society the 
happening thing that it is. Hope 
to see you around Uni some time. 
Thanks for your suppon. 

Jo Colmer - PRESIDENT 

The AGM is to be held on 
Thursday 11th September at 
SiOOpni in Biol 028 This 
meeting is very important. The 
new committee wil l be sworn in 
and changes to the constitution are 
to be made. For this to happen, 
we must have l/3rd of our 
members present (approximately 
15 members). Please make a note 
in your diary. We do not expect 
that this meeting wi l l take very 
long. 

QfPREStPENT. V I C E 
PRgSiPENT, TREASMR5P 
a n l . 
COMMITTEE MEMSERS 9 rg 
now b?tr>g Q^Hg^ fpr. 

To nominate, write the nominees 
name and the position they wish 
to fil l on a piece of paper and put 
it in the Palaeo Society's box 
in the Palaeo lab (just inside 
the door, to your left; i f you can't 
find It, ask Matt, Grant or Liz). 
You may nominate yourself or 
another person but please check 
with the other person first to 
make sure that they want the 
position. Thy Imt for 
noBiiaations is August 

The names wil l tten be collated 
and a voting form sent to every 

member. 

Mgmben vQig by; 
-posting the voting slip to F U 
Palaeo Society, c/o C lubs 
& Societies, Flinders 
University, Bedford Park 
-Placing the voting sUp in the 
pigeon hole (#50) at Clubs & 
Societies 
- placing it in the Ballot box at 
the A G M . 
Votes wi l l be tallied at the AGM 
and the new committee sworn in. 

Remember, we need 4 
general comnuttee members? 
tf you would like to becom'e 
more involved with tl^ 
running of the Palaeo 
Society nominate yourself 

LOOKLNG BACK 

The past few months have been 
very busy within the world of 
F.U. Palaeo Society. Activities 
included; the students' Alcoota 
trip, the CAVEPS conference in 
Perth, an expedition to Kanunka 
in the Far North and die 
exploration of a newly discovered 
chamber at the Victcaria Fossil 
Cave at Naracoorte. This issue of 
BEER'N'BONES contains articles 
from many of our travelling 
members. 
There has also been 3 seminars. 
We were very fortunate to see an 
impromptu slklc show from Dr 
Amlrei Sher, a Russian 
palaeontologist who was in 
Australia for the CAVEPS 
conference. He kindly rec&l his 
seminar during his tleeting one 
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<jay visit to Flinders Uni before 

travelling to Naracoonc to visit 
Fossil Cave. His work within the 
frigid Arctic Circle includes 
excavations of the Dwarf Woolly 
Mammoths on Wrangel Island. 
The slides were most impressive. 
Rod Wells gave an inspiring talk 
on *Desen Lakes and Fossils* for 
our first and hopefully regular 
lunchtime seminars. Rod took us 
on a voyage of his 
paiaeon to logical life, from his 
childhood as an eager young 
natural scientist, to his Nuliarbor 
caving trips as an Engineer 
(leading to his decision to return 
to Uni to do a zoology degree). 
From here we travelled to the 
sinkholes in the South-east, went 
nonh to Lakes Callabonna and 
Pinpa, on to Lake Frome and 
finally ended in Queensland 
seeking dinosaurs. Unfortunately 
we only had the room booked for 
I hour and the trip ended a little 
rushed. 
On Thursday 14th August 
interested people attended the 
Adelaide Museum to hear Prof. 
Mike Archer speak of his work at 
Riversleigh in Queensland. 
The barbecue was well attended 
and another has been orgamsed for 
22nd August. 
Anyone visiting the Palaeo lab 
wil l have witnessed the evolution 
of Steve Hayter's creatures for the 
Naracoone information centre. 

1997 A L C O O T A F I E L D 
T R I P 
by Rachel Correll 

''Alcoota.' it's unreal, do it!" was 
the response previous 
Palaeontology 2 students gave 
when questioned about the course. 
Like the rest of my fellow '97 
students I was curious to know 
what I was in for. and now that 
I've expenenced Alcoota for 
myself all I can say is "Yep... 
they were right'" 
A freezing car park 8 farewelled 
the partv on the morning of 

•«f tm,our(kpur^c d a k . T h e . 

party consisted of lecturer Rod 
Wells, demonstrators Matthew 
McDowell and Liz Reed, a 
previous student from last year 
Lyndlee Turner, and students: 
Matthew Bonnett, Bnony Jarmyn, 
Inthira Thammakhantry, Lianne 
Hawke, David Bartholomeusz, 
Simone Dalgaims, Tracey Freke, 
Lesley O'Grady, Steven Brown 
and myself. Fortunately, we 
travelled in two buses (compared 
to one last year) which meant that 
ever>'one had ample space to 
spread out. making it a very 
comfortable and cruisey journey. 
The journey to Alcoota took two 
days, and was broken up by a 
nights stop over at Radeka's 
Backpackers in Coober Pedy. By 
3:30pm the following day we were 
in Alice Spnngs. On our arrival in 
Alice, we went directly to the 
Spence and Gillam Northern 
Territory Museum where we saw 
material recovered from Alcoota 
since Woodbume's initial mid 
1960's excavation. Some of the 
extinct Alcoota fauna fossil 
specimens retrieved were so well 
preserved, that fossil casts enabled 
reconstructions of complete 
skeletal forms for public displays 
(ie: Diprotodont, Zygomaturus. 
and Dromomis stirtoni). After our 
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visit to the Museum, we met up 
with Peter Murray and Ian 
.Archibald whom we were to 
accompany on the dig. Peter is 
Curator of the Museum's 
Palaeontology section, and is 
responsible for obtaining the N T . 
Heritage Grant that has supported 
the annual Alcoota excavation 
work since 1985. Ian works for 

the museum, and is responsible 
for the Museum's fantastic 
taxidermy work. As we were to 
find out, Ian is an extremely 
humble man with an amazing 
knowledge of Cenu-al Australian 
fauna, weadier patterns, and bush 
survival. Once all provisions were 
purchased, and that last bit of junk 
food shoved down our throats, we 
set off on the final leg of the trip, 
next stop Alcoota! 
The first morning at Alcoota saw 

us all congratulating ourselves on 
our tent erecting skills conducted 
after our midnight amval (pitch 
black, howling winds aixi all!). 
Following a run down on the 
camp rules and regulations. Rod 
gave us a brief talk on die geology 
of the local area. Then it was off 
on a tour of the pits with Peter 
who explained about the .Alcoota 
fauna found in Main and South 
Pits, and the younger(?) Ongeva 
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fauna found in the Cowpat Hi l l pit 
and the quarry. 
After lunch we got our first taste 
of digging 'Alcoota style', which 
meant bagsing a spot (no 
quadrates) in either Main pit or 
South pit and digging! Once the 
initial layer of soil (Placed direcdy 
on the fossil area for protection 
after last years dig) had been 
removed, we began to uncover 
matenal such as isolated teeth and 
crocodile scutes. Although these 
initial specimens were small in 
size, the impact of uncovering 
something that once belonged to 
an animal that existed 8 million 
years ago was pretty intense. As 
the dig continued other specimens 
were uncovered some of which 
were quite significant. The 
majority of the specimens came 
from KoLopsis torus and consisted 
of teeth, metatarsals, aiKi skulls. 
Two good specimens of the latter 
were found, direcdy on top 
('Arthur') of die other (*Martha'). 
Co-discovers Matt and Liz later 
reahsed that since both specimens 
were female, "Arthur" had been 
named inappropnately. 
Several specimens from bird 
species Ilbandomis lawsoni, and 
Dromomis stirtoni were also 

Liz also gave a lecture on 
taphonomy. 

found. Evidence of the size of D. 
stirtoni, die largest bird that ever 
lived, became apparent when 
Lyndlee uncovered a synsacrum 
(uncovered partially the previous 
year by Luke Johnson). 
Unfortunately, despite Lyndlee's 
frantic efforts to "Get the B.. . 
thing out!", a still wet application 
of paper mache meant the retrieval 
on the last day impossible. The 
synsacrum therefore, had to be 
recovered at a later date by Peter 
and Ian. Several other significant 

specimens (eg long bones, jaws, 
skulls, metatarsals, tarsals etc) 
retrieved over the course of the dig 
came from species such as, 

centralis, 
and Thylacinus 

Plaisiodon 
Dorcopsoides, 
potens. 
Lectures on 
classification, 
fauna were 

geology, fauna 
and the Alcoota 
given on most 

evenings by either Rod or Peter. 
Liz also gave a lecture on 
taphonomy. These lectures proved 
imperative in our field book data 
analysis and interpretation. On 
lecture free nights, students spent 
their time either catching up on 
their field notes, or sitting around 
the fire having a few "quiet ones" 
while listening to Rod or Peter 
tell stories. Early in the field trip, 
some students decided to spend 
their free evenings playing cards. 
Poker was the name of the game, 
but Fm not sure about the aim! 
(refer Matt B. for details). Poker 
sessions were played in Briony's 
tent, hence her abode became the 
known as the "Pleasure Dome". 
On Saturday night, the Alcoota 
party was fortunate enough to be 
visited by Lyn Day, Peter Latz, 
and AiKirei Sher, each of whom 
gave an interesting talk. Lyn, who 
works for N.T. National Parks aid 
Wildlife fauna section, spoke 
about the departments preservation 
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currently being carried out on 
endangered Central Australian 
species, in particular, the bilby, 
bandicoot and mala. Anodier 
major project that Lyn's section is 
working on, is die acquisition of 
areas to set aside for parks. 
Peter is a renown Arid Zone 
botanist who has extensive 
knowledge of Central Australian 
Aboriginal culture. His extremely 
colourful language (that's 
colourful with a capital T ' ) , made 
his talk on the hardiness and 
vulnerability of spinifex grasses, 
and its implications on the 
extinction on the megafauna 

,well colourful! He explained 
that spinifex is so well adapted it 
can virtually live on nothing. A 
wax produced by the plant to 
prevent water loss is so oppressive 
it also prevents any organisms 
from eating it. However, when 
spinifex is burnt the damage is 
irreversible (unlike many other 
Australian plants, it wont grow 
back). Fire can therefore wipe out 
vast areas of vegetation. Peter 
suggested that massive spinifex 
burning by Austraha's first human 
inhabitants. Aborigines, may have 
caused the extinction of much of 
the megafauna (he referred to Tim 
Flannery's book, "The Future 
Eaters"). Andrei, a Russian 
palaeontologist, gave a fascinating 
talk on the existence and 
extinction of Woolly Mammoths 
in the Northern Hemisphere. It 
was also interesting to hear about 
their mediods of fossil excavation 
from permafrost wedges, quite 
different from our work at 
Alcoota! 

Camping at Alcoota also gave us 
the unique opportunity to 
experience some of Central 
Australia's fauna in its natural 
habitat. Ian found some potential 
museum specimens in the form of 
tarantula-like (big, hairy, yucky) 
Barking Spiders. He even managed 
to get some arachnophwbic 
students to handle jars containing 
the specimens. A few skinks and 
geckos kept the reptilian fans 

amused (Matt B ) , but I think 
everyone appreciated the fantastic 
array of birds - Zebra Finches, 
budgies, wrens, robins, kites, 
falcons and sulphur-crested 
cockatoos could be seen on most 
days. Unfortunately, native 
mammals are not very common in 
these parts, and only one kangaroo 
was seen during the whole trip. 
Steve, David, Lesley and myself 
were doing a cross-section of 
"Cowpat H i l l " when a young male 
red kangaroo bounced right up and 
paused to look directly at us. It 
probably would have remained 
there indefinitely until yours truly 
said "Oh Wow!" to which it 
responded by high tailing off into 
the distance. 
The weadier at Alcoota was the 
same everyday, clear sunny skies 
with strong South-easterly winds. 
Aldiough the wind was annoying 
at times, it kept temperatures 
down and the flies away, which 
made work in the pit pretty 
comfortable. Thankfully no rain 
meant the entire dig was a 
"sloppy-pit free" experience! 
The traditional last night was of 
course a major event, and featured 
*the Ahen' (complements of Gav). 
Due to the lack of sufficient table 
space, tabletop dancing was 
supplemented by stooldancing. 
The dancing activity rapidly 
degenerated to fallyover activity. 
Some then moved on to the 
"Pleasure Dome" for a game of 
well worn cards. The final day at 
Alcoota saw most of us with 
rather dazed expressions, although 
excited by the prospect of leaving 
a day early to visit the Alice 
Springs Desert Park, we were 
feeling a bit sentimental about 
having to leave behind this unique 
location as well as the unique 
experience. 
We said goodbye to Alcoota at 
4pm and leaded Alice Springs, 
where we were to spend die night 
at Malanka Backpackers. On the 
way to Alice we called in to Gem 
Tree for all the essential icecreams 
and little chunks of rock. After 
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arriving in Alice Springs amd 
settling into the backpackers, the 
very few students who weren't 
•red (or so deliriously tired, they 
didn't realise they were ured!) 
deckkd to give the disco a whirl. 
A fun ume was had by all (all 
three that is), and Inthira tells me 
Insh was the theme! 
Early the next morning we played 
Joe-tourist by wandering down the 
mall looking in Aboriginal art 
galleries, then off to the Desert 
Park. This park was set up to 
publicise the fauna and flora of 
Central Australia, and is well 
worth the visit just to experience 
the * nocturnal house'. This 
enclosure houses marsupials and 
reptiles that are not exhibited in 
any other fauna parks anywhere. A 
personal favourite, for just about 
everyone, was the chance to view, 
at close hand, marsupials such as 
bettongs, bilbies, golden 
bandicoots, quokkas, quoUs, malas 
and numbats. We hear so much 
about these animals, but never 
usually get the opportunity to see 
living specimens. Seeing the 
endangered species, in particular, 
highlighted the necessity of Lyn 
Day's conservation work. After 
our visit to the Desert Park, it was 
time to leave for Coober Pedy, our 
last stop over before heading back 
to Adelaide. 
Exhausted, and dreaming of 
culinary delights such as pizza, we 
arrived safely back at Uni at 6pm. 
We were lucky enough to have a 
completely hassle free trip, which 
was not only a unique experience, 
but excellent fun! Thanks Rod, 
Matt and Liz for their dnving 
skills, help and advice. 

Rachel Correll is into her 
final year of a BSc degree 
and another student whose 
life has been culturally 
enriched by the Alcoota 
experience !! ! 
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ALCOOTA UPDATE 
The skull exposed by Simone 
Dalgaims has been identified as 
the largest Pyramois skull that Dr 
Peter Murray has ever seen. He 
also has found the skull of a 
Dromomis in the vicinity of the 
Dromomis synsacrum. 

CAVEPS 1997 

by Matt McDowell and 
Gavin Prideaux 

The 6th Conference on 
Australasian Vertebrate Evolution, 
Palaeontology and Systematics 
(CAVEPS) and Extinction 
Symposium was held at the Perth 
Cultural Centre between the 7th 
and 11th July. It attracted 
participants from 10 countries and 
was attended by the diree Wells 
PhD students; Liz Reed, who gave 
a talk on the post-mortem 
disarticulation of the kangaroo 

skeleton, which has implications 
for the fossil assemblages we 
study; Matt McDowell, who 
presented a poster and short talk 
on the Rocky River megafauna 
deposit on Kangaroo Island; Gavin 
Prideaux, who gave one 
presentation on a giant new 
species of extinct bettong from 
WA and another on the 
palaeontology of the recendy 
discovered Tight Entrance Cave 
deposit, near Margaret River, from 
where the giant bettong was 
uncovered. 
Highlights of the conference 
included Ken McNamara's keynote 
address on the cmcial, but 
frequendy underestimated role of 
heterochromy (changes in die 
timing of development between 
ancestor and descendant) m 
evolution - this forms the link 
between genetics and natural 
selection. Other papers of note 
were presented by Andrei Sher 
(Russian Acad. Sci.) on the Dwarf 
Mammoths of Wrangel Island in 
the high Arctic, which survived 
until only 3700 years ago (he gave 
a repeat performance at Flinders on 
July 28), Jim Mead (Northern 
Arizona Univ.) on the 
palaeobotanical virtues of 11,000 
year old giant sloth dung (Jim also 
recommends mammoth ahead of 
sloth dung as a pulmonary tonic), 
and Steve Morton (CSIRO) on 
some of the darker realities of 
Australia's current approach to 
environmental and extinction 
management. 
Rhys Jones (ANXF) gave an 
animated review on current 
thoughts on the causes of late 
Pleistocene megafauna! 
extinctions, implying that, 
although much has been said, we 
are not much advanced from the 
heady days of die 1960s and 1970s 
when debate raged over the relative 
importance of climatic change and 
human influence. The largest 
hurdle is establishing an accurate 
Pleistocene chronology, eg., the 
exact timing of the extinction 
events and the arrival and spread of 
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humans in Australia. An 
impressive series of papers dealing 
with new radiometric dating 
techniques being applied to 
megafaunal and archaeological 
sites around AusU"alia were 
presented by local and 
international geochemists, 
revealing that we are on the verge 
of a palaeontological renaissance 
in Austraha. Many of these 
researchers are currendy working 
on obtaining rehable dates fcx 
fossils from the Naracoorte Caves. 

P R O P O S E P A U S T R A L I A N 
P A L A E O N T Q L Q Q Y 
S T U D E N T S C O N F E R E N C E 
' N A R A C O O R T E 

In 1996 a post-graduate "get-
together" was held in (Queensland 
to allow students involved m 
vertebrate palaeontology to meet 
and discuss their research interests 
over a quiet drink At CAVEPS 
during a momentary lapse of 
reason, we volunteered to hold die 
next one in sunny South 
Australia. The proposed venue is 
the World Heritage Naracoorte 
Caves Conservation Park and i i 
wi l l probably be held dunng the 
common vacation week of 
semester I (mid-semester) from 
the 15th to 18th April, 1998, 

For more information, contact Liz 
Reed or Matt McDowell in die 
Palaeo Lab, phone 82012630 

DINOSAUR CLUB 

The latest Dinonews included an 
article entitled Dinosaurs in 
Australia? Yes We Do Haxe 
Them'. It ackiK)wledged that 
while Australian dim^aur material 
was limited, diere was evkkncx 
that the eiKkmic population was 
diverse. It also suggested that 
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dinosaur occupation extended later 
dian elsewhere. Australian 
dinosaurs included: 
Rhoetosaurus - mid-Jurassic, 
estimated length 18 metres (S.E. 
Qld.) ; Austrosaurus - lower 
Cretaceous, 17 metres long, (Nth. 
Qld) ; Hughenden sauropod, a 22 
metre, 50 tonne relative of 
Brachiosaurus (Nth. Qld) ; 
Allosaurus - lower Cretaceous. 
This is the youngest known 
Allosaurus. (Vic) ; Rapator - 8 
metre Allosaurus relative 
(Lightening Ridge) ; Kakura - 3 
metre therapod (Andamooka); 
Muttaburrasaurus- lower 
Cretaceous large iguanodont about 
10 metres long. (A skeletal 
reconstruction is on view at 
Spence & Gillam Museum, Alice 
Spnngs) \Fulgurotherium - a 
Cretaceous 2 metre hypsilodont 
(NSW & Vic) ; and Minmi - a 4 
metre herbivore (Qld). See back 
page for a more detailed map. 

McM.^uK nightmare—i>«nn>; ^ vaiu-blu<Kirvj Ji t iowur Junnj; rhe rainv sc-jsmi 
i : aiimwurs rcaiii * c r f masi tH>me<<thcrmi. ;hcu -inc rainv -.cjiwm wi.ii*^; 
iuvv vjpp,d thcif Uxiv heat Mw{ ictr them u>rp»d j n . i vutncrabJe to rhc 

TRAVELS AND T R A V A I L S QF 
AN ENGINEER 
by Ed Bailey 

This is the second extract 
of a series taken from Ed's 
autobiography,. 

" .....Roughly a month before 
we left on diis trip, I had been on 
the telephone speaking to Rod 
Wells, who was a senior lecturer 
at Flinders University and I told 
him I was retiring soon and did he 
have any work I could do on the 
fossils from Naracoorte. He said 
he had so much work to do, he 
would like me to start 
immediately. I said "Hard luck 
mate, I have arranged an overseas 
trip which wil l take up the rest of 
the year." It did, as we didn't get 
back until mid-December. I started 
working as a volunteer in Rod's 
lab on the 2nd of January 1983. 
The work was mainly cleaning, 
repairing, cataloguing and storing 
all die thousands of fossils from 
Naracoorte. In April of that year, a 
crip into the Simpson Desert was 
organised and I was caught up in 
some of die preparations, as well 
as being invited on to the trip. 
The purpose of die trip was to re
visit known fossil sites, explore 
for new ones and try to get a better 
grasp of the geology of the area. 
We left pre-dawn on Tuesday 26th 
April 1983. This trip was into die 
desert, so we had to cany all our 
own drinking water, the area we 
would be working in hadn't had 
any significant rain for 4 and a 
half years. 
The other expedition members 
were; Dr Rod Wells, Flinders 
University, Dr Dick Tedford and 
Dr Steve Barghom, Museum of 
Natural History, New York, Dr 
Dominic Williams, ANU 
Canberra, Sandy Tartowski from 
Cornell University USA studying 
for her PhD at Flinders and Paul 
Lawson, ex Senior Preparator at 
the SA Museum. We had three 
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vehicles, a Land Rover, a Toyota 
tray top diesel and a Suzuki 4 
wheel drive. The tray top was used 
to carry drums of fuel, both petrol 
and diesel and also large wooden 
boxes containing all our food. Tte 
other two vehicles were packed 
with luggage, scientific equipment 
and bodies. 
We arrived in Marree about 
5.00pm, visited the Police Station 
to let them know who we were, 
where we were going and when we 
would be returning. This ^booking 
in' widi the Police is a 
recommended wise precaution. 
We made good progress, turning 
off the Birdsville Track to go 
across the New Kalamonna 
Station towards the Warbarton 
River. At 5.30pm we stalled in 
soft sand only about 4km from 
our destination. The next 200m 
took until 7.45pm to transverse, 
with either the Land Rover or the 
Toyota getting bogged, not to 
mention the trailer, the Suzuki 
behaved perfecdy. Fortunately, 
diere was a bright moon, so it 
wasn't difficult to keep to die 
track and we finally arrived at the 
camp site at 8.20pm. 
The location of the camp was just 
behind the flood bank of the 
Warbarton River, so before lunch 
we cUmbed over the bank, then 
scrambled down into die bed of 
the river, which was completely 
dry. We walked for an hour 
upstream, seeing some fossils 
which had been washed out of the 
bank and known as *float'. These 
were of not much value as their 
original location was unknown. 
After lunch we did a similar walk 
downstream. 
The only wild life that was m 
profusion, was the bush flies, they 
were very persistent and even 
when wearing a fly net, they 
sometimes got inside to make a 
beeline for the mouth and eyes. 
What they lived on was a mystery, 
all the catde had been renK>ved 
because of the drought, there ware 
plenty of rabbits, almost all dead 



and mummified, no kangaroos, die 
occasional dingo, who would visit 
the camp in broad daylight as well 
as the night. 
Next day, Friday, breakfast was at 
6.30am as usual, weather overcast, 
but mild. We washed our hands 
and faces in bore water, first wash 
since leaving Adelaide. The bore 
water we used came from an 
artesian bore a short drive away. 
This water came out of the ground 
almost boiling and was heavy 
with mineralisadon, so was unfit 
for drinking, but was a good 
substitute for Epsom Salts. We 
had a full day collecdng fossils 
from the banks of die Warbarton. 
Finds included bones of 
Diprotodon. 2L hippopotamus sized 
marsupial, Palorchestes, a little 
smaller than Diprotodon, 
Macropus kangaroo and turde. 
Back to camp at 6.10pm for 
dinner. It is almost dark, which 
brings welcome rehef from the 
flies, having a camp fire also 
helps to keep them away. 

The next day (Sunday) after 
breakfast at 6.15am, we prepared 
for a full day fossil hunting, going 
further up the river than previous. 
On the way we detoured to Lake 
Kalamurra (dry) and drove along 
just above the beach. We made 
some interesting discoveries, 
including the lower jaw of a very 
large Diprotodon, Rod and Sandy 
stayed there all day, working on 
the jaw, the rest of us went on to 
the river, where more fossils were 
found. I should perhaps explain 
that the fossils we were finding, 
were not lying on the surface, but 
had to be dug out. The technique 
for finding buried fossils was to 
carefully and slowly walk along 
where fossils are likely to be and 
closely scrutinise the ground in 
front of you. I f you see tiny 
fragments and slivers of bone, 
then there is a good chance a fossil 
is buried there, so you start 
digging with a trowel. That is 
how the Diprotodon jaw was 
found. The very top of the jaw 
must have been exposed and had 
disintegrated due to weathering and 

HlMLVf, THE DIPROTODOX 
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it is these tiny weathered 
fragments that we are looked for. 
We arrived back at camp for a 
well earned dinner. 
The following morning, we set off 
at 8.00am to visit the area of the 
river we had intended to visit 
yesterday, but failed to reach. 
Found several fossils in good 
condition including two kangaroo 
jaws. Had to walk about 6 km 
between nearest point Land Rover 
could reach and the river bank 
where fossils were found. Walk 
involved scrambhng up and dowp̂  
several sand dunes. 
During the day, Paul, who was in 
camp preparing food for dinner, 
saw a dingo. It was standing on 
top of boxes of food and ran off 
when Paul disturbed him. They 
must be really desperate foe 
food 

Ed can be found in the 
palaeo lab, working as a 
self titled ^'general dog's-
body'\ interest inspired 
from previous activities in 
caving and fossil digs. 

F R O M T H E S O C L A L 
C O M M I T T E E 
by Inthira Thammakhantry 

Hello, and welcome back to uni! I 
hope everyone enjoyed their 
holidays. I certainly dki! For all 
the palaeo time warpers, you'll be 
sad to read that die 70's night has 
be postponed to a later date. This 
wi l l most likely occur after die 
exams, possibly in January. 
However, to make up for this, we 
have planned a few social events 
for this semester, and I promise to 
fit them in before deadhnes tor 
major projects an exams! In fact 
the next big event is coming up in 
a couple of weeks. After die 
success of our furst BBQ, we have 
deckted to hold a B I G G E R aid 
B E T T E R BBQ. It wi l l be betto" 
because we wi l l at least be 
organised, but Fm counting on 
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everyone to be there to make it 
BIGGER! Where you ask? The 
BBQ will be held on; 

Check nodce boards for more 
details. 

I f you have any suggestions for 
any future events, feel free to 
email me on; 
tham0011@flinders.edu.au, 
or you'll be able to find me around 
campus (Fm not hard to find, I ' l l 
be the midget amongst all die 
giants!) 

T I M F L A N N E R Y 

Briony Jarmyn advises us that 
Tim Flannery wdl be giving a 
seminar in Adelaide on 24th 
October, time and venue to be 
advised. She wil l keep us posted. 

D A W N B R E A K S . . . . . 
I enter the rainforest. Around me 
are the whispers of the forest, the 
rusde of 2 million leaves, die 
songs of birds and the lows of 
distant animals. Suddenly, a 
scream, a mighty roar. I freeze. 
Just above me (I can almost touch 
it) an angry Thylacoleo in the tree 
howls in anger at the Thylacme 
appearing at the base of the tree. 2 
beasts feuding over temtorial 
rights. I move out of sight. A 
kangaroo ambles through the 
undergrowth. Sudttenly it 
disappears, diere's a terrifying 
scream. Below in a cave, I witness 
Wonambi enjoying a large and 

satisfying meal. This is just die 
beginning 
Steve Hayter relates die proposed 
scenano for the animated display 
at Naracoorte. The planned 
^discovery tour' wil l be housed in 
7 theatrettes. Visitors wil l move 
through rainforest and wedand 
scenes, where clever lighting aid 
sound effects wil l bring to hfe 
small snippets of daily life in 
Pleistocene Naracoorte. Robotic 
birds and animals move through a 
series of random manoeuvres, 
different each time, so visitors can 
return again and again and view 
different moments. The complex 
is plaimed to be finished in April 
1998 and wi l l include a gallery 
with skeletal displays and 
computer information. So far, 
trees have be cast and die 
landscapes made. These are already 
at Naracoorte. People recendy 
visiting the Palaeo Lab will have 

B E E R N' BONES 
seen some of Steve's wonckrful 
work. The h e ^ of Diprotodon, 
Zygomaturus. Palorchestes, 
Proctoptodon, Sthenurus 
occidentalis, Thylacoleo. 
Thylacine, Wonambi, Tasmanian 
Devil, Lace Monitor Lizard, plus 
giant koalas and echidnas, and 
birds of the air, are all taking 
form. By the time you read this 
article the robotic skeletons will 
have commenced construction. 
The centre will be truly 
magnificent. The opportunity to 
see it coming together is 
fascinating. 
To be continued 

r.tincni Jncj ^ 
Tjj/i; :njt hau 



A S S O C I A T E 
M E M B E R S H I P 

Due to the increasing interest in 
our society by people outside of 
Flinders University, it is proposed 
that we introduce an Associate 
Membership. Full membership by 
people outside of the University is 
currendy under review by Clubs & 
Societies. Associate membership 
may be offered to any outside 
person. Cost wil l be $5.00 per 
year as with regular membership. 
(Normally outside members would 
also have to pay $30.(X) to join 
Clubs and Societies first, a total 
of $35.00). As an Associate 
Member, members would receive 
all newsletters and correspondence 
and be involved in Society 
activities but would be exempt 
from voting and/or having a 
committee position. 

PRESIDENT ; 
Jo COLMER, ph 83707260 

VICE PRESIDENT: 
Lyndlee Turner (ph 82966836) 

SECRETARY: Narrelle CRAIG 

B E E R 'N' BONES 
A L C Q Q T A C L A S S O F 

The motley mob in the photo 
below are the founders of F.U. 
Palaeo Society, at Alcoota. 

Back row L-R ; Shane Burville, 
Gavin Prideaux, Pyramo 
MarianeUi 

Standing; Luke Johnson, Roger 
Matthews, Lyndlee Turner, Carol 
Scott, Jo Colmer, Raelene 
Sherwin, Paul Koch, Dirk 
Magerion, Ian Archibald 

Sitting; Fiona Graham, Peter 
Murray. 

Photo by Ann Gibbons. 
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NEXT ISSUE; Gavin 
Prideaux travels to 
Kanunka, 

Next BEER'N'BONES will be 
released in October 1997. Articles 
may be forwarded to the Editor at 
any stage 

Editor: Lyndlee Turner 
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