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Message from the Editor: 

Welcome to another edition of 

BEER’N’BONES. That’s number 2 for 

2013, and they say print media is dead! 

But this unprecedented move is not 

entirely PhD procrastination on your 

humble editors part. This edition is aimed 

to coincide with Flinders hosting 

CAVEPS, the 14th Conference on 

Australasian Vertebrate Evolution, 

Palaeontology and Systematics. The 

conference is a biennial1 event showcasing 

the newest, raddest and most questionable 

current oz palaeo research. 

The slogan for the conference is 

“Celebrating 60 years since the 1953 

Stirton expedition”. This expedition, and 

the numerous ones that followed played an 

important role in discovering new sites and 

reinvigorating Australian palaeontology in 

general. With this in mind this edition will 

focus on work relating to Stirton’s legacy, 

including a wrap up of our latest trip to 

Alcoota, one of the sites worked on by 

Stirton’s team. We’ve also got a 

smattering of news from the society and 

elsewhere, an interview with Adam Yates 

and, well, you’ll get to it all eventually. 

Cheers, 

Sam Arman 

Editior 

OLD NEWS 

 

THE SORTING DAZE 

Last semester FUPS ran a sorting day to 

help honours student Shaun Adams sort 

through his sievings from Kelly Hill Cave. 

The day was a huge success, with 29 

people attending, and 57 bags of sediment 

being sorted. 

Carey took out the sorting competition 

registering a record time of 15mins 29 

seconds. After a controversial penalty of 

two minutes due to significant elements 

left in the tray, his time came to 17mins 29 

seconds. He therefore retains the Best Sort 

Trophy and was granted a stubbie cooler 

prize valued at $13.00 by Sale of the 

Century in 1995. 

Matt came in 2nd with a time of 29mins 13 

seconds. No third dividend but a special 

mention must be given to James for his 

patience and commitment registering a 

time of 9 hours 10 mins and 34 seconds for 

one tray. 

Gully registered a time of 1 hour 43 mins 

to cook the bbq and rated the 'Premium' 

Korean Lager as 7.5 out of 10.    

Beside 2 people getting hay fever from 

dust and 3 cases of RSI, the sorting day 

was a success and a great example of how 

to get the most out of volunteers with 

cheap beer and a decent barbie.  
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1Every two years. I know it sounds like bi-annual, but I looked it up. So there. 
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Like all great supervisors, Matt and Gav 

have been quick to recognise and steal this 

idea and will be running another sorting day 

on Friday the 25th of October. This will 

involve more sorting of material from the 

Kelly Hill Caves, as well as Nullarbor 

material for those with sharp eyes. There 

will again be a barbie, this time with all 

food being provided by FUPS, thanks to a 

grant from the Flinders University Student 

Association, who are also helping us get 

some more gear to assist with sorting. 

FIELDWORK 

 

In addition to another  successful Alcoota 

trip (see below), fieldwork is continuing on 

the Diprotodon excavation near Burra. 

Much of the skeleton has now been 

removed and is now being prepped in the 

lab. Chasing a final limb and a few more 

bits and pieces we are planning another 

field trip for the weekend of the 1st to the 

3rd of November. Accomodation will be 

on site, jokes tasteful and beers delicious. 

Send us an email if you’re keen to get 

involved. Also, anyone keen to do some 

prep in the lab are also encouraged to get 

involved. 

 

 

 

MERCH MERCH MERCH 

As the fashion-conscious amongst you 

would be all too aware, clothes are 

considered to be quite the in thing this 

Holocene. The latest offering in the FUPS 

collection is our genuine acrylic jumpers, 

with new non-fall apart stubby holders as 

the perfect accessory.  

The Jumpers are available from S-XL for 

$50, including an evil-offsetting $5 to 

Oxfam. The stubby holders are still 5 bucks. 

All hands on deck for Shaun’s ‘Best sort of 2013’. 

*Beer not included. 
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FEATURES 

RUBEN ARTHUR STIRTON  

BIOGRAPHY 

With the constant referrals to Stirton and his 

1953 expedition in this issue, we thought it 

may be worthwhile to briefly consider the 

man whose brief sojourn into Australian 

palaeontology1 reinvigorated the discipline 

and discovered sites that 

continue to yield discoveries to 

this day. 

Ruben Arthur Stirton was born 

in Kansas in 1901. He 

remained in Kansas through his 

undergraduate degree in 

mammalogy, and was a varsity 

wrestler, a skill which was 

surely of use later in life, taking 

on Rod 'the wombat' Wells for 

access to premium specimens 

in the field. His early fieldwork 

was based around collecting 

Tertiary mammals on the Great 

Plains of the USA as well as 

acting as mammalogist in 

expeditions to El Salvador in 

1925 and 1927, and later under 

his own leadership in 1941-42. 

A 1944 expedition to Columbia 

also established the first major 

South American tropical mammal fauna, 

despite an explosion aboard their steamer 

destroying all their equipment. He also 

conducted field trips for students every 

summer, stressing the importance of field 

research, meticulous collection, and 

curation to his students. 

As often seems to be the case when it comes 

to early palaeontology, Stirton was very 

much a polymath. His writing bridges 

straight taxonomy to long term evolutionary 

processes, biocorrelation and stratigraphy. 

He was also director of a number of 

institutions, and was known to deliver an 

excellent rendition of a dingo howl in 

lectures. 

Stirton’s work stands out in the history of 

Australian palaeontology largely by its 

timing. Following a depression and a couple 

of world wars, Australian palaeontological 

research was still finding its feet, though 

expansive geological mapping of the nation 

provided an important precursor to 

continued research. America on the other 

hand was characteristically expansionist, 

and lucrative Fulbright and National 

Science Foundation scholarships enabled 

1 Amongst other desirable attributes of the 

team was the correct (non American) 

spelling of the term. 
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Stirton and his student Michael Woodburne 

to visit Australia for nine months in 1953 to 

conduct fieldwork. Teaming up with 

students, researchers and public servants, 

the team set out to northern South Australia, 

immediately finding new localities 

providing insight into the elusive Australian 

Cenozoic. Following the 1953 trip, a series 

of expeditions followed and extended both 

the geographical and chronological 

coverage of the continent.  

The indirect results of these expeditions are 

also important to recognise. Over a quarter 

of researchers working in Australian 

vertebrate palaeontology today is an 

academic descendant of Stirton and his 

crew. Many tertiary sites, if not discovered 

by Stirton's team owe much to the work of 

this team in establishing the stratigraphy of 

central Australia, as well as the logistical 

efforts required working in these regions. 

Moreover they were able to show that 

despite expectations to the contrary, the 

Australian Tertiary record has much to tell 

us if we only have the tenacity to look for it. 

Ruden Arthur Stirton died suddenly of a 

heart attack in 1966. In that same year 

Michael Woodburne completed the epic 

‘Alcoota Fauna, Central Australia’, a 

volume still used for field IDs at Alcoota. 

Meanwhile FUPS patron Ernest Lundelius, 

was working with Bill Turnbull in Madura 

Cave on the Nullarbor, a project that links 

directly to our work in the Thylacoleo caves 

today. 

Sam Arman 

 

‘Stirt’ applying plaster jackets in the field. 
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TELLING THE TIME WITH 

AUSTRALIAN MAMMALS 

 

The geological record provides the 

backbone for studying the history of life on 

Earth. Rock layers in this record are ordered 

in terms of their superposition and fossil 

content. This vertical (i.e., temporal) 

ordering and the association through space 

of layers with like attributes 

and fossils are used by 

geologists and 

palaeontologists to work out 

relative ages. One does not 

need to know precisely how 

old a rock layer or a fossil 

might be to determine that it 

is younger or older than 

another. Charles Lyell, 

applied this principle when he 

wrote the Principles of 

Geology in 1830, a book 

deeply influential on the 

green Charles Darwin as he 

sailed around the Southern 

Hemisphere aboard The 

Beagle. Lyell proposed the 

first detailed, broad-scale 

stratigraphic systems, 

arranged in order of 

superposition and fossil 

content. This became what we 

now call the Geological Time 

Scale (GTS). Lyell called the longer 

intervals eras, which were divided into 

periods, and these further into epochs, and 

he gave them all the names relating to 

attributes of the rocks themselves 

(Cretaceous from the Latin word for chalk) 

or the region with the best examples (e.g., 

Jurassic from Jura Mountains). 

Lyell died in 1875 without knowing the 

absolute age of any of his time intervals. 

The means of addressing this finally came 

after the studies of radioactive decay by 

Marie and Pierre Curie in the 1900s. Over a 

period from 1910 to 1927, Arthur Holmes 

employed uranium-series dating methods to 

produce the first calibrated GTS. 

Geochronologists have continued to revise 

and refine boundaries in the GTS with new 

dates. 

Unfortunately, it is not possible to date 

some rocks and the fossils they preserve 

using existing technologies. And even 

worse, gaps in the record often conceal 

large tracts of time. Both factors have 

conspired to hamper our understanding of 

much of the Cenozoic terrestrial vertebrate 

record of Australia. The Australian 

continent is tectonically very stable 

resulting in minimal mountain-building 

activity through the Cenozoic, meaning 

Figure 1. Etymology of the Geological Time Scale. 
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fewer older rock strata exposed, fewer 

depocentres and thinner stratigraphic 

sections than on other continents. A 

corollary is the paucity of igneous rocks, 

such as tuffs and basalts, that are easy to 

date radiometrically and often sandwich 

vertebrate-bearing sediments elsewhere. In 

addition, we can infer that much of what 

early to middle Cenozoic sediments were 

once exposed became deeply weathered or 

were eroded away after the onset of aridity 

following the Miocene Climatic Optimum 

14 million years ago. Perhaps more critical 

than anything else, however, is the fact that 

the Australian continental record simply 

has not been as explored, analysed, dated 

and combed for vertebrate fossils as 

comprehensively as those of every other 

continent bar Antarctica. This holds now, 

but 60 years ago the vacuum of knowledge 

on the Australian Cenozoic record was 

vast, to say the least. Wynyardia bassiana, 

an enigmatic possum-sized marsupial from 

northern Tasmania was Australia’s only-

known pre-Pleistocene terrestrial mammal. 

Enter Professor Ruben Stirton of the 

University of California and PhD student 

Dick Tedford in 1953. Their search for 

Tertiary mammals in Australia led them 

into the Lake Eyre Basin, northern South 

Australia, at the recommendation of 

legendary University of Adelaide Professor 

of Geology and polar explorer Sir Douglas 

Mawson. That this mission was a success 

accounts, 60 years later, for the core theme 

of CAVEPS 2013. The multiple Stirton-led 

expeditions through the 1950s and 1960s 

produced many major discoveries of new 

localities and taxa. However, a lack of 

radiometric dates and the uniqueness of 

Australia’s mammalian fauna precluded 

correlation with records on other 

continents, meaning that faunal succession 

could not effectively be related to the GTS. 

One of Stirton’s core aims was to provide a 

sound basis for an Australian timescale 

based on a combination of stratigraphic 

superposition of faunal assemblages and 

inferences of evolutionary succession 

within mammal lineages. Stage-of-

evolution biochronology infers that a 

stratum producing taxa at apparently more 

advanced stages of evolution than closely 

related forms in another stratum is most 

likely to be the younger of the two. 

 

Stirton et al. (1961) provided the first 

description of the chronostratigraphic 

succession of vertebrate assemblages in the 

Lake Eyre Basin; Stirton et al. (1967) used 

the Lake Eyre Basin zygomaturine 

diprotodontids, large marsupial herbivores 

that became extinct in the late Pleistocene, 

to produce an initial stage-of-evolution 

biochronology; and Stirton et al. (1968) 

further developed this into a reference 

standard for a continent-wide 

biochronological framework. Further 

Figure 2. Attached to a boulder that tumbled onto a beach from an adjacent cliff, the holotype of 

Wynyardia bassiana was the only pre-Pleistocene terrestrial mammal specimen recognised from 

Australia until 1953. 
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discoveries through the 1970s led to the 

revamp presented by Michael Woodburne 

and colleagues (Woodburne et al. 1985), 

but these finds paled by comparison with 

those of the 1980s and 1990s. During this 

time considerably more taxonomic and 

occurrence data accumulated, including 

those from the rich deposits at Riversleigh, 

northwestern Queensland, described by 

Michael Archer and others, as well as 

further new sites and taxa from the Lake 

Eyre Basin and the Northern Territory. This 

prompted Megirian et al. (2010) to 

formalise an Australian land mammal age 

(LMA) biochronological framework, 

analogous to those already established for 

North America, South America, Europe and 

Asia. LMAs are “relatively short interval[s] 

Figure 26. Steps in the calibration of the Australian land mammal biochronological framework, as 

represented by key reference local faunas of historical significance. This encapsulates develop-

ments over the past three decades with regard to grounds for recalibrating the base of the scheme 

based on correlative datasets, refinements to Lake Eyre Basin palaeontology, stratigraphy and geo-

chronology, and elaboration of zygomaturine stage-of-evolution biochronology. From Megirian et 

al. (2010). 
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of geological time that can be recognized 

and distinguished from earlier and later 

such units (in a given region or province) 

by a characterizing assemblage of 

mammals” (Lindsay 2003: p. 222). 

Megirian et al. (2010) used constrained 

seriation to resolve a preliminary sixfold 

succession of LMAs apparently spanning 

the late Oligocene to the present. 

Approximately 99% of the 360 fossil 

assemblages analysed were classifiable 

using this method. From oldest to youngest 

these are the Etadunnan, Wipajirian, 

Camfieldian, Waitean, Tirarian and 

Naracoortean, each characterised by a 

diagnostic suite of species. Codifying the 

record in this way provided an objective 

basis for expressing faunal succession 

without resorting, in the absence of 

radiometric dates and taxa shared with 

other continents, to the application of 

standard GTS terms. It is a fallacy that the 

definition of LMAs should be tied to 

localities that yield the highest species 

diversity. Crucial are the demonstration of 

clear temporal relationships, 

stratigraphically or geochronologically, and 

the recognition of a suite of species that 

characterise each interval (e.g., Alroy 1998; 

Woodburne 2004).  

This has been better demonstrated in the 

Lake Eyre Basin succession than anywhere 

else, including the Carl Creek Limestone at 

Riversleigh where an established 

stratigraphic and/or geochronological 

framework remains to be established. Four 

of the six LMAs currently recognised take 

their names from geological formations 

that crop out within the greater Lake Eyre 

Basin, or just north of it in the Waite Basin. 

All were described by Stirton, Woodburne 

and associates, which underscores the 

seminal nature of their research and 

provides some justification for the attention 

bestowed upon them at CAVEPS 2013. 

 

Gavin Prideaux 
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ALCOOTA 2013 TRIP REPORT 

From the 12th to the 26th of  July, a cohort 

of 7 keen Flinders palaeo types headed 

north to escape the mid-winter cold of 

Adelaide and join the long-running 

palaeontology excavation programme at 

Alcoota, in the Northern Territory. 

Excavations at this site have been run by 

palaeontologists from the Northern 

Territory Museum for many years. We were 

pleased to join Dr Adam Yates (Curator of 

Earth Sciences at the museum in Alice 

Springs), Ian Archibald (retired preparator) 

and Jared Archibald (Northern Territory 

Museum in Darwin) who have run things at 

this dig for many years now.  There were 

also several notable volunteers, such as 

Peter Latz (retired botanist and font of much 

knowledge on the desert and its 

inhabitants), Lee Ryall (volunteer 

preparator from Alice Springs), and Louise 

Kean (ex of Adelaide and one of the 

original volunteers who went up to Alcoota 

over 20 years ago with Gavin Prideaux) 

who had been one or more times to the site, 

and were known to those of our team for 

whom this was more a pilgrimage than a 

novelty.  

After a couple of days’ drive, Aaron, Sam, 

Warren and I, drove into the camp just after 

sundown to find 20+ tents and cars 

scattered around the base. It was open 

weekend for the public, so a good number 

of folk had come to visit to see what 

digging fossils was all about – great PR for 

the museum. So with a beer in hand we 

settled in to watch a slide show by Adam, 

explaining what the site is all about. 

Immediately, I saw this was a somewhat 

better camp than the average bush camp: 

there was power, a lab, fridges and freezers, 

and even a hot shower. Certainly the NT 

Museum who owns the site, have built a 

magnificent base for the ongoing research 

here.  

The rest of the Flinders team (Grant, Olivia 

and Diana), arrived on Monday evening 

after picking up a certain keen hitch-hiker in 

Alice Springs by some fluke of American 

luck. They could only enjoy the place for a 

week before having to head back south. 

Sunday, the lads headed to their 

pet project on the nearby Cowpat 

Hill (Ongeva LF) in search of 

some of the rare taxa from this 

somewhat younger site than that 

from the main site (Alcoota LF). I 

wandered around the excavations 

– three were open: Latz’s South 

Pit, which he has worked for 5 

years now, Main Pit about 80 m 

north, and a new one to become 

known as Shattered Dreams, lying 

between the two. In most civilised 

fashion, all these excavations lie 

about 30-60 m from the camp 

kitchen etc. With a fetish for birds, 
The unique flora of the Northern Territory 
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I was attracted to Main Pit where, in a 3 by 

3 m area, 4 Dromornis pelves and a number 

of their huge leg bones capped the 

excavation. Bones are incredibly densely 

packed in this deposit and also very soft and 

shattered in situ requiring a deal of patience 

to extract. Suffice to say, I spent the next 12 

days in about 2 square metres of this pit. It 

was a great experience! The bones were so 

densely packed that to begin, one pelvis, 

that had thwarted folk for 2 years was first 

in line to move. It obstructed getting full 

access to a giant tibiotarsus of a Dromornis. 

But under it a very nice Plasiodon paired 

mandible was found to still protrude on the 

tibiotarsus and before this could be moved a 

Hadronomus (kangaroo) skull was found to 

further obstruct 

excavation on one 

side.  Three days 

later, the Hadro 

skull was 

successfully 

moved, and after a 

week, the 

mandible was 

finally removed to 

reveal 2 more 

immediately 

below it.  In all, 

after 2 weeks 8 

dentaries were found in this metre or so. We 

were also able to get 3 tibiotarsi, 3 femora, 

and a tarsometatarsus of Dromornis, and 

several tarsometatarsi and tibiotarsi of 

Ilbandornis (another giant bird) and, 

significantly, the first significantly well-

preserved pelvis of these birds. Meanwhile 

in other pits, the first Thylacinus potens 

remains in a couple of decades were 

revealed and a near equally rare Wakaleo 

dentary discovered.  This in addition to lots 

of Kolopsis bones, many bits of the endemic 

crocodilian Baru n.sp., some bits of turtle, 

and even a few Palorchestes mandibles. 

Given the rarity of the Wakaleo and 

Thylacinus and that the Baru and turtle are 

undescribed taxa, these finds show that 25 

years has not been sufficient time to 

characterise the fauna and obtain adequate 

representation of the rarer taxa. 

Up on the hill perseverance finally paid off 

as Sam found a very nice, well rather flat 

skull of Zygomaturus gilli.  But it appeared 

the Ongeva LF was running thin so the team 

joined the others in the Alcoota LF for the 

last few days. Diane and Olivia got to chase 

bones in the main pit and should be proud 

to note that they enabled the successful 

collection of some Ilbandornis bones and 

various smaller 

mammals.  

After a fortnight 

we regretfully had 

to head back 

south, which after 

much rain in the 

desert south of 

Alice, was quite a 

pleasant drive 

through a fest of 

wildflowers.  

All in all, a fabulous fortnight away, great 

for fossils and better for interlab and team-

building. Roll on 2014. 

Flinders University participants: Aaron 

Camens, Sam Arman, Warren Handley, 

Trevor Worthy, Grant Gully, Diane Fusco, 

Olivia Davies, with one hitch-hiker in the 

form of megafaunal  junkie Joe Burgess 

who captured us on video for his 

megafaunal filming project. 

Trevor Worthy 

Another piece of the elusive new roo, ‘Darren’ 
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INTERVIEW - ADAM YATES 

You have recently been appointed the 

Curator of Earth Sciences at the Central 

Australian Museum. What does that 

position entail? 

First and foremost I am responsible for 

looking after the collections. Obviously we 

have the extensive Alcoota collection and 

others which require curation. As I don’t 

have my own technician, I’m also 

responsible for cleaning & preparing all of 

the fossils. I also manage public outreach, 

where we do a lot of school visits and tours 

and things like that, so basically just trying 

to promote the fossil heritage of the 

Northern Territory to the public. 

What are your own research priorities 

within this? 

I’m still finding my research priorities 

because I have had to shift gears 

dramatically. I was looking at Dinosaurs in 

South Africa before I took this position. 

Dinosaurs are pretty thin on the ground here 

in the Northern Territory, although I would 

like to find them. In the meantime, I’m sort 

of continuing the Archosaur theme and 

looking at the crocodiles of Alcoota and 

other places, as well as the Giant birds; the 

Mihirungs. 

You talked about your previous work on 

Prosauropods and the like in South Africa, 

how are you finding the transition from 

Dinosaurs to looking at pretty much 

everything else? 

Well I certainly need a bit of education in 

some aspects of it. I’m sitting in Alice 

Springs pretty much by myself, sorting 

through vast collections and looking at 

things coming out of the acid bath from 

places like Bullock Creek, and I’m getting 

bits of frog and mammal of all sorts of 

different kinds of possums, koalas and what

-not and trying to identify it all. I have a 

modest comparative collection to work from 

but I really do wish I had spent more time 

looking at modern Australian animals 

because I really need that skill now. 

Adam and crew in the field. I think Warren’s face says it all. 
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Does the position provide a lot in terms of 

going about this ground truthing to get your 

head around what you’re looking at? 

I’m trying to do as much as I can. I do have 

support from the MAGNT North, up in 

Darwin who can loan specimens for 

comparative purposes. One of the things I 

have been doing is looking at the teleost 

fish that you get in these freshwater 

limestones that have pretty much been 

ignored by everyone. There’s hundreds and 

hundreds of bones of these, so I have been 

dissecting freshwater fish and learning their 

anatomy and relating that back to what 

we’re finding in the tertiary limestones, and 

this is yielding results. It’s fairly clear that 

Bullock Creek has a species of freshwater 

catfish not unlike the one that still lives in 

Central Australia today. 

You were talking about how you used to be 

doing a lot of work in South Africa, was it a 

bit difficult when you took up this role to 

leave behind some of the 

projects you were working 

on? 

Yes it was. I had a lot going 

on and as luck would have it, 

things started to pick up quite 

by chance right before I left. 

Our institution, my ex-

institution the Bernard Price 

Institute in the University of 

Witwatersrand just got a 

micro-CT scanner, so I just 

missed out on using that. 

Things like that are simply 

bad timing. There were some 

big projects as well, a giant 

dinosaur pretty much just 

landed on my lap right in the 

last few months. I had some 

hurried field trips in the 

weeks before I left to come to 

the Northern Territory to try 

to dig it out, and we did get 

some bone out but had to 

leave a lot in the field. I 

basically had to leave that in 

the lap of one of my students 

in South Africa to try to 

continue on. 

 

Adam in his more familiar mesozoic context 
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I’m speaking to you now at Alcoota, how 

are you finding it? 

It’s been immense fun. I’m just so glad to 

get back out into the field again, and to dig 

in a place where you’re pretty much 

guaranteed of finding something. 

This site was originally worked on by 

Ruben Stirton and his student Michael 

Woodburne over 50 years ago, and they 

worked out a lot in the short time they were 

here. Is there anything that they got wrong? 

No not really. I think they did a bloody 

good job considering they were really 

breaking ground here. Basically what’s 

happened since is refinement. So they didn’t 

get anything completely wrong. Maybe 

their model of deposition of a slow 

accumulation around a lake is probably not 

correct, but then we don’t really know how 

this deposit actually accumulated. I prefer 

the debris flow model, but there are still 

some problems with it. Some of the 

variability we’ve seen just this year opening 

different pits indicates that it’s not just one 

big continuous sheet, there’s something else 

going on. 

Peter Latz: Yeah, but it never would be, you 

don’t have floods coming out on a nice flat 

plain where everything’s beautifully 

deposited. Any watercourse is going to be 

bloody confusing. You ever seen a straight 

river or a flat bloody bank? 

As this project has continued over time, 

from Stirton, to the Murray-Megirian years 

and now yourself, do you consider these a 

continuation of the same research project, 

or has there been changes in focus over the 

years? 

Grandly it’s all the same research, but 

certainly the focus shifts with different 

interests from different people. I think the 

initial focus of Peter Murray’s excavations 

were to get a decent sample of the fauna 

from here for the Northern Territory 

institutions rather than being sent off to 

other places. And that’s been done, except 

for a few gaps we are filling in, in fact we 

filled in one this year with the Thylacinus. 

We are also now starting to look at the same 

species but with decent statistical samples, 

so we can start testing for things like sexual 

dimorphism in the birds.  

Latzy: The biggest problem with this place 

is working out how to get the f**king sh*t 

out of the ground in one piece, and it’s 

taken us years and years to work that out. 

 

 

Interjections courtesy 

Peter Latz.  

n.b. a google image 

search brings up 

some interesting im-

ages of what I pre-

sume is a younger 

Latzy. 
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When you look back at the work of Stirton 

and those people, do you think that the most 

important element of their legacy is sites 

like this that they uncovered, or is it more 

about the revival of palaeontological 

research in Australia. 

I think it would be the latter. They 

obviously did uncover many of the 

important sites that we keep going back to. 

There have been new sites added since then, 

but basically they did really kickstart it. It’s 

unfortunate that it had to come from without 

rather than within, but nonetheless it is now 

Australian people that are taking the 

research forward rather than people from 

elsewhere. 

What do you see as the future of this site? 

There are still a lot of scientific questions to 

be answered. There are taxa that we don’t 

know about, there are taxa that we do know 

that we could learn a lot more about, for 

instance the crocodile. The postcranial 

skeleton of just about any Mechosuchine, 

that’s an endemic Australian crocodile 

group, is poorly known at best, so any 

postcranials we get from here are pretty 

significant. As the science winds down, and 

it will eventually as we start to find the 

same things over and over again, Alcoota 

will still be an immensely important site, 

and there is a lot of local interest. I guess it 

could start to switch from a scientific 

venture to one where we use it as a 

demonstration or public display. Well 

display isn’t really the right word, but 

somewhere we can take tourists through. 

We have had a lot of interest in this field 

trip from the visitor groups. We had 

immense numbers of people show up to see 

the site, so that possibly could be where the 

future for this site lies. 

The position you now hold was a little bit 

up in the air for a while. What can be done 

specifically by researchers to try to ensure 

that curator roles are upheld in the future? 

My god that is a difficult question. What 

can you do to make people in managerial 

positions keep positions open instead of 

closing them down when people leave from 

them. I don’t know what the answer to that 

is. 

Well what can be done at all to help these 

positions be renewed? 

Just keep promoting the importance of what 

we do. Do good research, but not just do 

research, but do the things that people want 

to see; engage the public, get the 

information that you find out there so 

everyone can see it and so enable the people 

in managerial positions to make the 

decisions to keep these research positions 

open. 

Palaeo would seem be one of those fields 

that you would think would be very good at 

doing that. We are in a field where it does 

engage the public. You’ve already spoken 

about the interest in this site. 

You would think so wouldn’t you, but 

unfortunately, certainly from my 

perspective sitting back in South Africa it 

seems like there are just fewer and fewer 

professional palaeontology jobs in 

Australia. The population has been getting 

larger, the GDP is going up, things are 

supposedly getting better, but there are 

absolutely fewer not just relatively fewer 

palaeontologists than when I was born.  

 

Interview by Sam Arman 
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BEER / MUSEUM REVIEW 

Goose Island IPA / AMNH 

Finding myself in New York with a day to 

kill, I did what any decent self-respecting 

palaeontologist does, I headed to the 

American Museum of Natural History. This 

institution is immense. I began by strolling 

through the huge Theodore Roosevelt 

Rotunda,  featuring a the world’s largest 

free mounted skeleton of the sauropod 

Barosurous rearing up on its hind limbs to 

evade an attacking Allosaurous (figure 1). 

Entering the museum proper, one quickly 

learns that the usual museum exploration 

method of ‘aimless wondering’, will leave 

you disoriented, tired and still to see the 

vast majority of exhibits. The breadth of the 

exhibits cover an immense variety of fields,  

from a range of world cultures, astronomy, 

extant fauna and a very sincere attempt to 

cover every major group of extinct 

organisms. Some of the foci of the exhibits 

were also inspired, such as the primate hall 

where taxonomic features were focused 

upon. A new exhibit on human origins and 

evolution is also a highlight, with 

considerable emphasis on modern 

techniques and analysis. The AMNH is 

certainly a world apart from Australian 

institutions. After wandering for 4 hours I 

learnt there was an entire wing I had 

missed. With such an epic collection 

however  there were some exhibits that 

were falling a bit behind current knowledge 

(figure 2).  

After wearing my feet out I wondered down 

to the subway (yes there is a subway station 

in the AMNH basement) to fulfill another 

requirement, a nice cold beer. Finding a 

suitable dive in Brooklyn, I settled into a 

few of the few recommendations. So long 

as you find a good pub you’re always 

guaranteed a decent selection in the states. 

Figure 1: Dinosaurs are Rad. 
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The bar staff also have a pleasant way 

of offering a little taster when you’re 

unsure, probably not wholly unrelated 

to their tips. Before travelling to the 

US I was wary of how I would handle 

the whole tipping thing, but in reality 

however it’s kinda fun. It makes you 

able to reward a job well done, and 

know that the overworked waiters, 

bartenders and others doing the real 

work are getting decent pay. The 

downside of this is that it can also 

provide a false impression that pretty 

bartenders actually care about what 

you have to say. But I digress. 

Eventually I settled on Goose Island 

India Pale Ale, partly due to the 

friendly goose on the tap (figure 3). 

One unexpected finding of the trip was 

been how well the Yanks do IPAs. 

They really seem to have taken to them, 

with most pubs having a few on tap, as well 

as the occasional double IPAs, which 

should be handled with care. The Goose is a 

not a typical American IPA however, and is 

decidedly led hoppy than most. It is also 

definitely on the darker side of the 

spectrum, and approaches a weak porter in 

this regard. Overall however it is a winning 

blend and certainly one I would 

recommend. 7/9 

Sam Arman 
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Figure 2: Australian Indigenous cultures according to 

the AMNH.  

Figure 3: A gaggle of Goose Island’s finest. 


