
Dr Aileen Collier

The Adelaide Institute for Sleep Health 
(AISH) under the leadership of Professor 
Doug McEvoy and with major clinical 
research expertise and support from 
Associate Professors Nick Antic and 
Peter Catcheside boasts a busy clinical 
laboratory service with an extensive client 
base and a highly successful, nationally 
and internationally recognised research 
group. 

Flinders University recently agreed to 
establish the Adelaide Institute for Sleep 
Health: A Flinders Centre of Research 
Excellence (AISH FCRE) to acknowledge 
and formalise strong existing relationships 
between AISH, Flinders University and the 
Southern Adelaide Local Health Network 
(SALHN). The remit of AISH FCRE is to 
foster a research environment able to 
sustain and grow high impact research, 
training and excellence in sleep medicine 
in order to promote more efficient and 
effective translational outcomes in sleep 
health. The Centre will support and 
facilitate teaching and higher degree 
student placement, will foster further 

research capacity, develop greater 
research collaboration, and will exploit 
commercialisation opportunities with the 
ultimate aim to improve clinical practice in 
sleep medicine worldwide.

Sleep disorder problems are highly 
prevalent in the community and have 
major negative impacts on health, well-
being, safety and productivity. Diagnosis 
and treatment is an important and growing 
area of healthcare, as sleep problems 
affect an increasing number of people due 
to striking population trends in obesity 
and ageing. Sleep disorders 
can occur as a consequence 
of various chronic medical 
conditions, and are often 
associated with psychological 
issues such as depression. 
Obstructive sleep apnoea (OSA) 
and chronic insomnia are the two 
most common sleep disorders, 
with prevalence estimates in 
adults ranging between 5-25% 
for OSA, and around 5-10% 
for insomnia. Along with a 

range of other sleep problems a broad 
multi-disciplinary approach is needed to 
facilitate effective treatment. 

The newly established AISH FCRE 
combines clinical, physiology, psychology 
and engineering expertise within the 
Centre and is ideally placed to continue to 
design and translate novel and practical 
diagnostic and treatment approaches 
to address the major burden of sleep 
problems in the community.

peter.catcheside@flinders.edu.au

Adelaide Institute for Sleep Health: 
A Flinders Centre of Research Excellence

The team at Adelaide Institute for Sleep Health: A 
Flinders Centre of Research Excellence

Congratulations to Dr Aileen Collier 
(Discipline of Palliative and Supportive 
Services) who has just returned from 
Canada after accepting the 2013 ATLAS.
ti International Institute Qualitative 
Methods (IIQM), PhD Award. Dr. Collier 
was awarded this prize for “the best 
dissertation of any discipline using 
qualitative methods”. 96 thesis were 
submitted for this award from around 
the world.  Dr. Collier’s thesis titled: 
“Deleuzians of Patient Safety: A Video-
reflexive Ethnography of End-of-Life 
Care” examines the links between the 
places/spaces where dying people find 

themselves, and how spaces enable or 
constrain their agency and contribute 
to the safety and quality of care they 
receive.  Dr Collier’s research undergirds 
a commitment to her practical work as 
a specialist palliative care nurse with 
questions always remaining anchored to 
‘clinical realities’. 

As well as presenting her research 
findings at the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton and the 20th annual Qualitative 
Health Research Conference (QHR), 
Aileen travelled to Mayo Clinic, Rochester, 
USA as an invited scholar of the Division 

of Health Care Policy and Research in the 
Faculty of Health Sciences. In keeping 
with the philosophy underpinning her 
research, Aileen continues to publish her 
findings through a variety of media. She 
plans to continue her scholarly contribution 
to the work of patient safety and quality.

kay.govin@flinders.edu.au

International Award for PhD Research
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From the  
Executive Dean

Flinders medical researchers partner 
with Pfizer

The release of NHMRC and ARC 
funding rounds for 2015 saw our 
Faculty do well with an increase in 
the annual funding to our Faculty’s 
researchers from these nationally 
competitive sources. I acknowledge 
and congratulate all our successful 
researchers and the members of their 
teams. It is great to see the number of 
national collaborations led by Flinders 
researchers.

Professor Fran Baum and researchers 
from the Southgate Institute received 
funding for a new Centre of Research 
Excellence on Social Determinants of 
Health (CRESDHE). 

Professor David Currow, Chief 
Investigator of the Palliative Care 
Clinical Studies Collaborative 
(PaCCSC), has been named as the 
2015 joint recipient of the American 
Academy of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine Excellence in Scientific 
Research in Palliative Care Award. 
The award recognises meaningful, 
exemplary research contributions to 
the field of hospice and palliative care 
and is strong recognition of David’s 
remarkable contributions.

Members of our Faculty were saddened 
at the passing of Professor Chris 
Marlin, our Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(Research) from 2004-2009, and 
Professor Ian Jacobs, Adjunct 
Professor in Paramedics. Both 
provided significant contributions in 
their respective fields to our Faculty, to 
Flinders University and more widely.

This has been a year of challenges, 
especially with the transition to a three 
School structure within our Faculty. I 
thank you for your commitment and 
support to this process which has 
created three strong vibrant Schools. 

Medical researchers in the Faculty of 
Health Sciences and the University 
of Adelaide have established a new 
partnership with Pfizer Inc, one of the 
world’s leading innovative pharmaceutical 
companies.  A two-year study, led by 
Associate Professor Damien Keating, 
in partnership with Dr Richard Young from 
the University of Adelaide’s School of 
Medicine, based at SAHMRI, will explore 
how specialised cells within the gut wall 
can regulate metabolism.

This collaboration leverages recent 
innovations that the Keating lab has 
made in the area of enteroendocrine cell 
biology, which is the study of cells in the 
gut wall that secrete hormones. There are 
many different types of these specialised 
endocrine cells scattered throughout the 
length of our intestinal wall, with each type 
producing specific hormones that have the 
potential to regulate unique actions. 

According to the researchers, although 
enteroendocrine cells collectively represent 
the largest endocrine tissue in the human 
body, their function is poorly understood, 
primarily because of the extreme difficulty

Dr Richard Young, Dr Dan Grant and 
Associate Professor Damien Keating 

associated with identifying and isolating 
these cells. The Keating lab has recently 
developed novel methods to isolate and 
study these cells from a variety of species. 
In collaboration with Dr Young, this work 
has been expanded to include human cells 
and the research team is now beginning to 
demonstrate exactly how hormone release 
from these cells is regulated. 

 “Understanding how enteroendocrine cells 
function will have important implications 
for human disorders, including obesity and 
type 2 diabetes,” said Associate Professor 
Keating. “Each of these different cell types 
secretes different hormones that can have 
distinct and important effects on a number 
of key metabolic pathways.  Partnering 
with Pfizer to advance our research gives 
us unique access to capabilities and 
insights that we would not otherwise have.  
And importantly, it provides us a unique 
opportunity to potentially contribute to 
the development of new treatments for 
patients with obesity and diabetes.”

According to Dr Daniel Grant, Senior 
Director and Head of Pfizer’s External 
Research and Development Innovation 
in Australia: “Partnering with Damien 
and Richard gives us the opportunity to 
develop a deeper understanding of human 
biology as it impacts diabetes and obesity.  
This collaboration is another example 
of how Pfizer is extending it research 
capabilities by partnering with the world’s 
best academic and clinical groups.”  

David Gallagher, Chairman and Managing 
Director of Pfizer Australia, is also strongly 
supportive of the collaboration.   “Pfizer 
Australia has a long history of investing 
in research and development into new 
medicines and vaccines. We are keen to 
work with Australia’s best and brightest 
scientists, clinicians and investigators to 
discover and develop new medicines to 
prevent, treat and cure human diseases. 
This is an important way in which we can 
make a difference to the health of patients 
here in Australia and around the world”.

damien.keating@flinders.edu.au

I wish you and the members of your 
family an enjoyable holiday period and 
look forward to our work together in the 
New Year.

Professor Michael Kidd AM
Executive Dean
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and 
Health Sciences
Flinders University
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In Australian hospitals, clinical 
deterioration may occur rapidly, with 
adverse outcomes such as longer hospital 
stays, time in an Intensive Care Unit or 
demise of the patient. Rapid response 
to the deteriorating patient in hospital 
and early treatment is therefore a critical 
issue. Many hospitals have a system 
in place to initiate rapid and intensive 
medical intervention and care for the 
deteriorating patient: a Rapid Response 
or Medical Emergency Team. However, 
there is evidence to indicate detection of 
early physical changes and escalation 
of care to the rapid response team does 
not always occur as early as possible. 
Tragic and preventable loss of life during 
hospitalisation is unacceptable and 
such cases have resulted in a series of 
investigations by Coroners Courts across 
Australia. 

Concern over unexpected deaths in 
healthcare has resulted in the Australian 
Commission on Safety and Quality in 
Healthcare including effective detection 
and intervention for patients showing 
signs of clinical deterioration in its ten 
National Safety Standards (Standard 9). 
The Standards also seek engagement 
and partnering with consumers (Standard 
2) to make the detection and response to 
patient deterioration a collaboration that 
engages health professionals and health 
consumers.

Quality improvement studies indicate 
better outcomes for patients when 
programs include patients and their 
families in call activation of hospital 
rapid response teams. However, when 
consumer call activation was introduced 
into hospitals in the USA, patients and 
family members described difficulty with 
both awareness and knowledge of the 
family-activation system. Public awareness 
multimedia package (PAMMP) materials 
such as videos, audio announcements 
and posters have been found to be very 
effective in carrying powerful public health 
messages. These materials can be used 
to increase knowledge of patients, family 
members and carers in recognising and 
responding to the deteriorating patient. 
However, no Australian study has sought 

to provide PAMMP materials that will make 
a contribution to this field of safety and 
quality in health care by endeavouring to 
save lives through a public awareness 
education system.

Dr Lindy King leads a research team in a 
series of studies exploring patients, family 
members and carers’ potential involvement 
in detection of clinical deterioration and 
subsequent escalation of care through 
rapid response systems of hospitals. Stage 
1 involves a qualitative study incorporating 
multiple focus groups. Dr King, Mr Guy 
Peacock and Professor Robyn Clark 
are partnering with health consumer 
organisations to seek people living across 
metropolitan and rural South Australian 
settings with relevant real-life experiences 
to participate. This study aims to explore 
patients, family members and carers’ 
views on potential involvement in detection 
of clinical deterioration and subsequent 
escalation of care through rapid response 
systems of hospitals. The study draws on 
the participants’ previous experiences to 
identify:

• What information is required to assist 
their recognition of deterioration of 
a patient and their ability to activate 
escalation of care through the hospital 
system?

• When should this information/
education be provided?

• Who should provide this information/
education?

• What modes of delivery would be the 
best way to provide this information?

Data collection and analysis are almost 
completed in the study. The outcomes will 
be used to make recommendations on new 
strategies for consumer-led call activation 
programs aimed at rapid escalation of care 
for deteriorating patients in hospitals. It is 
hoped these findings will help reduce the 
number of adverse outcomes and deaths 
that occur in these circumstances.

lindy.king@flinders.edu.au

The deteriorating patient: patients’ and family 
perpectives on rapid response involvement

NHMRC Grants are becoming 
increasingly competitive, even more 
so after the recent shift of the funding 
body’s strategy to fund fewer but longer 
and bigger grants. As a result the recent 
release of the latest round of NHMRC 
project grants saw a plunge in the 
national success rate to14.9%. 

Competition is fierce, with high quality 
applications not getting funded. It is 
therefore critical, as the cycle is about to 
commence again, to ensure you have the 
best chances of success.  One of the key 
elements for a successful grant is to have 
a strong investigator team that will give 
the reviewers confidence in the feasibility 
and in the likelihood of fruitful results for 
the proposed research. 

The purpose of this short note is to 
encourage prospective CIA’s to consider 
whether the inclusion of a statistician 
as a CI or AI on an upcoming grant will 
add value to that application. Evidently, 
the inclusion of a named statistician is 
not appropriate for all grants, but for 
those where it is, the advantage of a 
named statistician on the grant should, 
at a minimum, add credibility to the 
science and completeness to the team.  
Additionally, it is generally welcomed by 
NHMRC, as evidenced by the fact that 
it is now commonplace for funds to be 
allocated to statisticians named as CI’s 
as part of the overall budget.  

The Flinders biostatisticians Dr Susan 
Kim (7221 8540), Dr Shahid Ullah (7221 
8518), Prof. Richard Woodman (7221 
8537) and Dr Steve Quinn (8275 2859) 
are very happy to discuss the possibility 
of formally joining a project grant team in 
the coming year.

steve.quinn@flinders.edu.au

The utility of 
statisticians in 
NHMRC grants 

Warm Congratulations to: 

Emeritus Professor Andy Butcher 
who has been elected Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of the Humanities 
in recognition of his research on the 
phonetics of Australian Indigenous 
languages.
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Celebrating success in the Faculty

NHMRC Centre for Research 
Excellence
Fran Baum, Sharon Friel, Adrian Kay, 
Dennis McDermott, Ronald Labonte, 
Anna Ziersch, Lyndall Strazdins, Patrick 
Harris, Tamara Mackean, Lareen 
Newman: Centre of Research Excellence 
on Social Determinants of Health 
(CRESDHE): Policy research on the social 
determinants of health equity, $2,471,075.

Anthony Keech, Alicia Jenkins, Tim 
Henderson, Alex Brown, Sven-Erik Bursell, 
Laima Brazionis, Jamie Craig,  Louise 
Maple-Brown, Kerin O’Dea, Val Gebski: 
Diabetic Retinopathy – Closing the Loop 
for Diabetic Eye Care and Complication 
Risk Mitigation, $2,479,298.

NHMRC Project Grants
Peter Catcheside, Karen Reynolds: 
Clarifying the pathogenic role of arousal-
hyperventilation in obstructive and central 
sleep apnoea: Testing fundamental 
pathophysiological mechanisms and a 
strategic new treatment, $402,615.

Lloyd Einsiedel, Antony Veale, 
Kim Wilson, Kerry Taylor, Antoine 
Gessain: Infection with the Human T 
cell Lymphotropic Virus type 1 among 
Indigenous Australian residents of remote 
communities, $874,694.

Christos Karapetis, Michael Sorich, 
Ross McKinnon, Marc Buyse: 
Personalised medicine markers of anti-
EGFR antibody therapy in metastatic 
colorectal cancer: accelerating clinical 
translation with collaborative meta-
analyses based on individual-participant 
data, $291,601.

Robyn Meech, Peter Mackenzie, 
Michael Downes, Ross McKinnon: 
A Novel Metabolic Role for UDP 
Glycosyltransferase 8 (UGT8), $405,953.

Grigori Rychkov, Greg Barritt, Alastair 
Burt: The role of TRPM2 channels in 
oxidative stress-induced liver damage, 
$558,432.

Shyamali Dharmage, Katrina Allen, Adrian 
Lowe, Michael Abramson, Lyle Gurrin, 
Paul Thomas, Aaron Darling, Melanie 
Matheson, Christopher Barton: The 
predictors of asthma and lung function 
deficits in the third decade: Longitudinal 
study of MACS sibships, $1,197,411.

Alex Brown, Paul Zimmet, Eske Willerslev, 
Mark Cooper, Louise Maple-Brown, 
Jonathan Shaw, Ngiare Brown, Jamie 
Craig, Mark Daniel: Predicting Renal, 
Ophthalmic, and Heart Events in the 
Aboriginal Community – THE PROPHECY 
Study, $2,466,326.

Andrew Somogyi, Lisa Jamieson, Pascale 
Dettwiller : Personalised Medicines for 
Aboriginal People, $1,066,572.

Natasha Lannin, Julie Ratcliffe, Louise 
Ada, Coralie English, Maria Crotty: 
Optimising upper limb recovery following 
stroke: A randomised controlled trial of 
the effects of botulinum toxin-A combined 
with intensive rehabilitation compared to 
botulinum toxin-A alone, $1,036,713.

Jennifer Wilkinson-Berka, Justine Smith, 
Harald Schmidt, Binoy Appukuttan: 
Inhibition of specific NOX isoforms as 
a new treatment for hypertensive and 
diabetic retinopathy, $823,372.

Renuka Visvanathan, Keith Hill, Damith 
Ranasinghe, Kylie Lange, Anne Wilson: 
Effectiveness of an Ambient Intelligence 
Geriatric Management system (AmbIGeM) 
to prevent falls in older people in hospitals: 
the AmbIGeM stepped wedge randomised 
trial, $914,306.

NHMRC Career Development 
Fellowship
Damien Keating: Defining the 
mechanisms that control exocytosis and 
cell signalling in health and disease, 
$455,452.

NHMRC Early Career 
Fellowship
Jing Jing Wang: Molecular profiling of 
the immunoglobulin proteome in primary 
Sjögren’s syndrome, $309,436.

NHMRC Partnership Project
Rebecca Guy, Mark Shephard, James 
Ward, Donna Mak, John Kaldor, 
Christopher Fairley, David Persing, 
David Atkinson, Paul Armstrong, David 
Speers: Uptake, sustainability and impact 
of scaling up point-of-care testing for 
sexually transmissible infections in remote 
and regional Aboriginal communities, 
$1,406,911.

Research Pulse welcomes information regarding grants, awards and honours for publication in future editions. 
Faculty of Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences’ researchers are shown here in bold. 

ARC Linkage, Infrastructure, 
Equipment and Facilities 
Michael Michael, Grant Booker, Henrietta 
Venter, Stuart Pitson, Ross McKinnon, 
Andrew Abell, Kathleen Soole, Pam 
Sykes, John B Bruning: South Australian 
High Throughput Screening Facility, 
$860,000.

ARC Discovery Project
John Wakerman, John Humphreys, 
Lisa Bourke, Terry Dunbar, Timothy 
Carey, David Lyle, Michael Jones, Steven 
Guthridge, Yuejen Zhao: The impact and 
cost of short-term health staffing in remote 
communities, $517,600.

Ophthalmic Research 
Institute of Australia
Shervi Lie, Justine Smith: MicroRNA 
regulation of immune response in T. gondii 
infection in the eye, $49,000.

Kathryn Burdon, Shiwani Sharma: The 
Eye Expression Atlas Project, $50,000.

Australian Diabetes 
Educators Association - 
Sanofi Diabetes Research 
Grant
Pauline Hill, Ziping Huang: Factors 
influencing people with diabetes to have 
annual Flu vaccination , $20,000.

Heart Foundation - Vanguard 
Grant
Robyn Clark, Alexandra McCarthy, 
John Atherton, Bogda Koczwara: 
Comprehensive risk assessment and 
management of patients with cancer 
treatment induced heart failure, $74,124.

Warm Congratulations to:
Professor Judith Dwyer, Director of 
Research in the Department of Health 
Care Management, who was recently 
awarded the 2014 Sidney Sax Medal by 
the Australian Healthcare and Hospitals 
Association, honouring her lifelong 
commitment to delivering high quality 
health services in Australia, particularly in 
the area of Indigenous Health.
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Heart Foundation - Health 
Professional Scholarship
Richard Allan: Does the use of 
intravascular ultrasound improve the 
outcome of endovascular interventional 
procedures for peripheral vascular 
disease of the superficial femoral artery or 
popliteal artery?, $120,000.

John-Paul Tantiongco, Joseph 
Selvanayagam: Can statins reduce 
damage from ischaemia-reperfusion 
injury in coronary artery bypass grafting?, 
$120,000.

The Repat Foundation 2014-
2015 Annual Grants Program
Lynley Bradnam, Matt Sutton, Christine 
Barry, Greg Bain, Michael Shanahan, 
Porhan Kang: Establishment of a sensory 
testing facility to identify presence of 
central sensitization in shoulder pain to 
improve efficacy of treatment interventions 
for shoulder pain, $7,975.

Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis Association (USA)
Mary-Louise Rogers, Michael Benatar, 
David Schultz, Timothy Chataway: A 
urinary biomarker to track progression of 
ALS in humans, $172,000. 

Visiting International 
Research Fellowship
Christine Knight: Nutrition and national 
identity, $5,000.

Faculty of Medicine, Nursing 
and Health Sciences 
Research Grants

Equipment
Damien Keating, Briony Forbes, 
Rainer Haberberger, Greg Barritt, 
Mary-Louise Rogers, Dusan Matusica, 
Claire Jessup, Hakan Muyderman: 
Improved functionality in common service 
tissue culture facility 6E132.1 comprising: 
Dedicated large capacity centrifuge for cell 
culture with bucket swing out rotors and 
aerosol containment, & Camera system 
with image capture interface capability 
for existing inverted light microscope, 
$20,555.

Rainer Haberberger, Dusan Matusica, 
Chris Franco, Damian Hussey, 
Shiwani Sharma, Robyn Meech, Hakan 
Muyderman: Inverted fluorescence 
microscope with simple interface, and high 

quality digital image capture capability, 
$28,951.

Briony Forbes, Timothy Chataway, 
Michael Michael, Mary-Louise Rogers, 
Nikolai Petrovsky: High Performance 
Liquid Chromatography equipment for 
Shared Core Protein Production Facility, 
$25,000.

Tim Chataway, Tom Gordon, Briony 
Forbes, Chris Franco: High energy axial 
collision cell for de novo sequencing of 
proteins, $5,000.

Kathryn Jackson, Alison Yaxley, 
Michelle Miller, Jolene Thomas: A 
functional system for measurement of 
hydration and body composition in the 
field, $7,902.

Dani Dixon, Andrew Bersten: Purchase 
of a Power Lab physiological monitoring 
device, $10,088.

Alison Thompson, Charles Cock, 
Robert Fraser, Carly Burgstad, Richard 
Heddle, Taher Omari: Dysphagia and 
Aspiration in Community Acquired 
Pneumonia, $17,420.

Taher Omari, Phil Dinning: MMS Solar 
GI Solid State HRIM Trolley Integrated 
System, $7,632.

Karen Lower, Michael Michael, Damian 
Hussey: Agilent BioAnalyzer 2100 for the 
Flinders Genomics Facility, $28,424.

Infrastructure
Dimitra Beroukas: The Flinders Blood 
Bank for Autoimmune Diseases and 
related disorders, $20,000.

Near Miss
Lindy King, Robyn Clark, Hugh 
Grantham, Guy Peacock, Michael 
Kidd, Shahid Ullah, Tom Young: 
Development of a measurement tool and 
Public Awareness Multi-Media Package 
(PAMMP) materials to assess the 
knowledge and confidence of patients, 
family members and carers to recognise 
and escalate care for a deteriorating 
patient in hospital, $20,000.

Robyn Meech, Peter Mackenzie, Ross 
McKinnon: Controlling the distribution of 
lipophilic chemicals: A novel metabolic role 
for UGT8, $20,000

Seeding - Early Career 
Researcher (ECR)
Jyoti Khadka: Development of a novel 
testing system to measure the impact 

of age-related macular degeneration on 
quality of life , $15,000.

Nikki McCaffrey: Preference based 
measures of informal caregiving in 
palliative care: relevance of the Carer 
Experience Scale and Care-related 
Quality of Life instrument, $17,000.

Janine Chapman, Ingrid Flight, Kate 
Gunn: Effectiveness and acceptability of 
a minimal intervention to reduce alcohol 
consumption in Australian mid-life women: 
A randomised exploratory trial, $17,000.

Kate Gunn, Janine Chapman, 
Ingrid Flight: Oncology professionals’ 
knowledge and perceptions of cancer 
support services and the clinical 
practice guidelines for the psychosocial 
management of adults with cancer; 
implications for patient care, professional 
training and cancer support service 
provision and promotion, $10,000.

Ingrid Flight, Janine Chapman, Kate 
Gunn: Development and preliminary 
evaluation of a library of Frequently 
Asked Questions to act as a cue for older 
patients to identify and articulate their 
personal information needs following 
diagnosis of cancer, $10,000.

Amanda Lumden: Investigation into 
whether an evolutionarily old system of 
osmoregulation exists in endocrine cells 
of the mammalian gut, allowing them to 
withstand extremely hypotonic conditions., 
$11,000.

Heshan Peiris: The Role of RCAN1 in 
non-alcoholic fatty liver disease, $16,816.

Mazher Mohammed: The efferent 
projections of the lateral habenula 
regulating physiological and 
cardiovascular functions, $17,000.

Mona Awadalla: Identifying novel 
genes in a congenital eye disorder, 
nanophthalmos, in New Caledonian 
families, $15,000.

Karen Humphreys: MicroRNAs as 
mediators of metabolic change in 
colorectal cancer cells, $15,000.

Sebastian Doeltgen, Lynley Bradnam: 
Skill Training in Swallowing Rehabilitation 
- Optimising Exercise Parameters, 
$10,000.

Seeding
Malcolm Battersby, Peter Harvey: A high 
level validation of the 12- item Partners 
in Health (PIH) scale using a population 
based sample, $15,000.

Dong Gui Hu, Peter Mackenzie: Novel 
Mechanisms of Drug Resistance, $16,500.
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Seeding (cont.)
Carlene Wilson, Ingrid Flight, Janine 
Chapman, Kate Gunn: Optimising 
primary and secondary cancer prevention 
knowledge, attitude and behavioural 
intention among recently arrived Chinese 
immigrants to Australia attending English 
as a second Language (ESL) classes, 
$17,000.

Bogda Koczwara, Michelle Miller, 
Billingsley Kaambwa: Examining 
association between cancer and cardio-
metabolic illness - a secondary analysis 
of the Australian Longitudinal Study of 
Ageing, $10,500.

Fran Baum, Matt Fisher: Piloting 
methods to assess the health impacts of 
transnational corporations in Australia, 
$17,000.

Ivanka Prichard, Claire Drummond, 
Murray Drummond, Marika Tiggemann: 
Inspirational fitness images (‘fitspiration’), 
exercise behaviour and psychological 
well-being among young women: Testing 
the impact of ‘Strong is the new Sexy’, 
$15,000.

Anthea Magarey, Rebecca Perry: On-line 
and in control -  PEACH TM Lifestyle : 
pilotting delivery of  PEACH TM on-line, 
$13,000.

Lillian Mwanri, Anna Ziersch, Melanie 
Baak: Regional settlement experiences 
of people from refugee backgrounds: 
Social inclusion and health and wellbeing, 
$17,000.

Jessie Gunson, Sheryl de Lacey: 
Barriers and enablers to Long Acting 
Reversible Contraceptive use: Examining 
the views of health care professionals, 
$15,000.

Malcolm Bond, Kirsty Prior: The cultural 
relevance of abnormal illness behavour: 
Validation of the revised 31-item Illness 
Behaviour Questionnaire using a Greek 
sample, $15,000.

Narelle Berry, Robyn Clark, Vin Versace: 
Where not to have your heart attack 
in South Australia and the Northern 
Territory: A linked health data analysis 
of the association between population 
composition, geographic accessibility 
to cardiac services and cardiovascular 
disease outcomes., $15,000.

Eimear Muir-Cochrane, Adam Gerace: 
Examination of the definition and use of 
chemical restraint in an acute psychiatric 
inpatient setting, $16,000.

Ben Riley, Sharon Lawn, Peter Harvey, 
Malcolm Battersby: Exploring the 
experiences of partners of non-help 
seeking problem gamblers, $14,000.

Toby Freeman, Fran Baum, 
Tamara Mackean, Anna Ziersch: A 
comprehensive and community controlled 
approach to alcohol-related harm among 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples: Analysis of Central Australian 
Aboriginal Congress’ actions on alcohol, 
$10,000.

Ruth Crocker, Lillian Mwanri, Greg 
Carey, Michelle Bellon : Experience 
of Disability-related Stigma in African 
Communities  in South Australia, $13,500.

Trudi Mannix, Linda Sweet, Scott 
Morris, Billingsley Kaambwa: Home 
and Away: the effects of a neonatal early 
discharge program – A matched case 
controlled study, $16,000.

Kaye Mehta, Paul Ward, John Coveney: 
Examining the relationship between food 
system literacy and food choices for 
health, $12,000.

Kathy Arthurson, Iris Levin Azriel: Multi-
owned (small strata) housing: investigating 
the causes of unneighbourly relations, and 
health and well-being outcomes, $10,000.

Louisa Matwiejczyk, Kaye Mehta, John 
Coveney: Perceptions and experiences 
of new Iranian female migrants about food 
and health, $10,000.

Anita De Bellis, Lily Xiao, Ingrid Belan: 
Relatives’ perspectives on the use of 
antipsychotic medications for the treatment 
of behaviourial and psychological 
symptoms in persons with dementia in 
residential aged care, $10,000.

Peter Harvey, David Smith: Exposure 
Therapy versus Cognitive-Behavioural 
Therapy for Adults with Gambling Disorder: 
A Pilot Randomised Trial, $10,000.

Andrew Rowland, Patrick Russell, 
Michael Sorich: Examining the clinical 
relevance of drug-drug interactions and 
disease states as sources of variability in 
drug exposure, $16,000.

David Watson, Damian Hussey, 
Olga Sukocheva: Oestrogen receptor 
subtype characterisation in oesophageal 
adenocarcinoma: harnessing selective 
signalling pathways to identify novel 
adjuvant therapies, $16,500.

Shiwani Sharma, Richard Mills: Are 
NADPH oxidases potential therapeutic 
targets for preventing cataract?, $17,000.

Morton Burt, Arduino Mangoni, Leonie 
Heilbronn, Steve Quinn, Andrew 
Bersten: A prospective cohort study 
investigating relative hyperglycaemia as 
a determinant of mortality in critically ill 
patients, $16,000.

Andrew Bersten, Dani Dixon, Shailesh 
Bihari: Elucidating the role of TRPV4 
channel activation in bolus fluid-induced 
lung injury (FILI), $16,000.

David Gordon, Tom Gordon: Variable 
region signatures of antibodies targeting 
H1N1 pandemic influenza haemagglutinin, 
$10,300.

Lloyd Einsiedel: A pilot survey of 
Human T Lymphotropic Virus Type 1 
(HTLV-1) seroprevalance and associated 
complications in a remote South Australian 
Indigenous community, $19,000.

Susan Kim, Jordan Li, Campbell 
Thompson: Is variability of plasma 
creatinine an important risk factor for in 
hospital and long-term mortality of for 
hospitalized patients? $13,240.

Ying Hu, Graeme Young, Richard Le 
Leu: Does resistant starch enhance the 
chemopreventive efficacy of aspirin in a rat 
colorectal cancer model, $16,000.

Top Up
Keryn Williams, Helen Brereton, 
Sonja Klebe, Celia Chen: Anti-vascular 
endothelial growth factor-B as a biologic 
for treating eye disease, $20,000

Nick Spencer, Vladimir Zagorodnyuk: 
Identifying sensory nerve endings that 
respond to painful stimuli in the upper 
gastrointestinal tract and determine their 
mechanisms of activation, $20,000.

John Miners: Predicting drug-drug 
interactions due to tyrosine kinase 
inhibitors: Inhibition of drug metabolisng 
enzymes and transporters, $20,000.

Peter Mackenzie: Regulation of enzymes 
that detoxify and eliminate fat-soluble 
chemicals, $20,000.

Briony Forbes: Novel insulin mimetics: 
Defining the active insulin conformation, 
$17,480.

Bill Blessing, Yoichiro Otsuka: 
Orexin neurons integrate behaviour and 
autonomic function, $20,000.

Anna Ziersch: Belonging begins at home: 
Promoting social inclusion and wellbeing 
for asylum seekers and people from 
refugee backgrounds, $20,000.

Celebrating success in the Faculty
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Flinders Medical Centre 
Foundation Research Grants

Seeding - Early Career 
Researcher (ECR)
Bradley Simpson, Ben Lewis: Exploration 
of the anti-proliferative properties of a 
South Australian Aboriginal plant medicine 
for treating skin and colorectal cancer, 
$16,000.

Lauren Thurgood: Protein profiling of 
the secretome in chronic lymphocytic 
leukaemia, $16,000.

Lynley Bradnam, Sebastian Doeltgen, 
Barr, George: “Balancing the Brain” – can 
identifying differences in cortical excitability 
across the brain using Transcranial 
Magnetic Stimulation assist rehabilitation of 
visuospatial neglect after stroke? $10,000.

Seeding
Justine Smith: Retinal Arterial and Venous 
Endothelial Involvement in Posterior 
Uveitis, $17,000.

Ching Chai-Coetzer, Nicholas Antic, 
Malcolm Battersby, David Smith, 
Richard Weeks: Self-management in 
obstructive sleep apnea: Scale-up study 
to underpin application for large-scale trial, 
$18,000.

Michael Michael, Yabin Zhou: Cancer 
fighting probiotics that deliver therapeutic 
RNAs, $16,000.

Jonathan Gleadle, Jordan Li: Expression 
profiling of virally encoded microRNAs 
in renal transplant recipients by deep 
sequencing, $18,000.

Damian Hussey, Karen Chiam, David 
Watson, George Mayne: Circulating 
exosomal miRNA biomarkers – towards 
early detection of oesophageal 
adenocarcinoma, $18,000.

Sonja Klebe: Vascular mimicry in 
malignant mesothelioma, $18,000. 

Pam Sykes, Rebecca Ormsby, Sonja 
Klebe: A new drug for reducing damaging 
side-effects to normal tissue and increasing 
tumour kill during prostate radiotherapy, 
$18,000.

Emma Miller, Carlene Wilson, Janine 
Chapman, Ingrid Flight: Breast cancer, 
obesity and alcohol in middle-aged women: 
connecting the dots, $17,000.

Erin Symonds, Steve Cole, Robert 
Fraser, Peter Bampton, Graeme Young: 
Factors that influence uptake of a new 
screening test for bowel cancer in an 
above average risk population, $17,000.

Robyn Clark, Narelle Berry, Shahid 
Ullah: Does cancer therapy break your 
heart? A linked SA/NT health data analysis 
of the characteristics, outcomes and 
survival of patients who have developed 
cardiotoxicity after cancer treatment, 
$16,000.

Richard Reed, Graeme Young, Paul 
Ward, Richard Woodman, Tania Shelby-
James: A pilot study of a continuous quality 
intervention in general practice to increase 
rates of colorectal cancer screening, 
$17,000.

Paul Ward, Samantha Meyer, Julie 
Leask, Stacy Carter: Understanding 
parental trust in childhood vaccinations: a 
qualitative study, $17,000.

Jill Carr: Transcriptome analysis of dengue 
virus infected cells, $15,700.

John Willoughby, Emma Whitham, 
Lewis Trent, Kenneth Pope: Examining 
migraine and epilepsy with new EEG 
methods, $16,000.

Elke Sokoya: Glucose-induced DNA 
damage in human endothelium, $15,000.

Ida Llewellyn-Smith: Is incomplete 
denervation a characteristic of pre-
eclamptic uteri?, $14,000.

Rainer Haberberger, Robyn Meech: The 
role of sphingosine kinase 2 in spinal cord 
glia as a key factor in the development of 
chronic pain, $16,300.

Dusan Matusica: The role of the retromer 
complex in neurodegeneration, $16,000.

Flinders Fertility Research 
Grants
Fiona Young, Ray Rodgers, Barbara 
Sanderson: Role of Anti Mullerian 
Hormone (AMH) in chemotherapy-induced 
infertility, $16,000.

Linda Sweet, Sheryl de Lacey, Kirsty 
Stone: Psychosocial support in early 
pregnancy following assisted reproduction: 
a proof of concept study, $12,000.

Sheryl de Lacey, Murray Drummond, 
Caroline Smith, John Macdonald: 
Delayed childbearing and fertility; how do 
women and men make decisions about 
their fertility, the timing of reproduction and 
what triggers a decision?, $16,000.

In appreciation of the Faculty academic

staff who found time in their very busy

schedules to provide their expertise in

assessing the applicatons submitted to the

recently held Faculty Small Grants Round

a sincere thank you is extended to the

following:

Biomedical Panel Michael Michael (Chair)

Tim Chataway

Dani Dixon

Rainer Haberberger

Claire Jessup

Damien Keating

Peter Mackenzie

Mary-Louise Rogers

Andrew Rowland

Shahid Ullah

Fiona Young

Wei Zhang

Social Panel Paul Ward (Chair)

Toni Delany

Claire Drummond

Jeffrey Fuller

Adam Gerace

Julie Henderson

Susan Kim

Lareen Newman

Pammi Raghavendra

Malinda Steenkamp

Linda Sweet

Jennifer Tieman

Ruth Walker

Biomedical External assessors

Jill Carr - Microbiology

Egon Perilli - Engineering

Mark Slee - Physiology

The inclusion of Early Career Researchers 
on the panel and Higher Degree Research 

students as panel observers for the first 
time resulted in a positive and informative 

experience for all involved.

Faculty Small 
Grants Round 

Assessors

Warm Congratulations to:
Professor Michael Kidd, Executive Dean, 
who was awarded the Royal Australian 
College of General Practitioners’ (RACGP) 
Rose-Hunt Award for his unwavering 
commitment to the RACGP and to all 
spheres of practice.
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The Discipline of Palliative and Supportive 
Services, School of Health Sciences, 
Flinders University welcomes Dr Magnus 
Ekstrom (MD, PhD) a physician and 
clinical researcher in respiratory medicine 
at Lund University in Sweden. Magnus 
is joining the Discipline to undertake a 
postdoctoral research fellowship during 
2014/2015. 

Magnus holds a research fellowship 
funded by the Swedish Respiratory 
Society, the Swedish Society of Medicine, 
the Research Council of Blekinge, the Emil 
and Wera Cornell Foundation, and the 
Swedish Heart-Lung Foundation.   

Magnus has a particular research interest 
in morbidity, mortality and symptomatic 
treatment in people suffering from chronic 
respiratory failure and other severe and 
life-limiting diseases. In Sweden he is 
leading research connected to the National 
Register of Respiratory Failure and 
ongoing studies of predictors of morbidity 
and unrelieved symptoms in respiratory 
failure.

He has previously collaborated with 
Professor David Currow, Flinders 
University, when they conducted the 
first real world safety study of the use of 
benzodiazepines and/or opioids in very 
severe chronic obstructive airways disease 
sufferers, commonly referred to as COPD,  
which has recently been published in the 
British Medical Journal (BMJ).

Joining the team based at the Repatriation 
General Hospital, Magnus will analyse 
large prospective databases and 
take forward clinical research in the 
occurrence, precipitating factors, and 
optimised treatment of breathlessness 
and deconditioning in severe COPD and 
advanced disease. Magnus will be working 
closely with the Palliative Care Clinical 
Studies Collaborative (PaCCSC) and the 
Southern Adelaide Palliative Services 
(SAPS) research teams during his 12 
month fellowship.

Magnus is accompanied to Australia, just 
in time for our hot summer, by his wife and 
5 ½ year old twin girls. Please join me in 

welcoming Magnus to the School and the 
the University.

linda.devilee@flinders.edu.au

Faculty attracts eminent Swedish Researcher

Dr Magnus Ekstrom

With continued debate about gender 
symmetry in domestic violence and an 
increasing focus on women’s diversity, a 
new book Domestic Violence in Diverse 
Contexts: A re-examination of gender by 
Dr Sarah Wendt and Dr Lana Zannettino 
explores the question of whether gender is 
still relevant in discussions about domestic 
violence.

In this book, the authors focus on diverse 
communities of women to explore their 
differentiated experiences of gender in 
specific contexts of domestic violence. 
They draw on two concepts central to 
post-structuralist theory to examine gender 
in domestic violence - discourse and 
subject positions. By exploring gendered 
discourses and subject positions in 
women’s stories, the authors expose how 
gender is taken up, used and organised 
in intimate everyday lives and how gender 
features in and influences domestic 
violence.

The book provides a rich tapestry 
of gender constructions, particularly 

femininities, and how they impact on 
women’s own, their partners’, families’ 
and communities’ understandings and 
responses to domestic violence. The 
authors show that gender is different 
for different women but at the same 
time certain expectations and ways of 
expressing ‘femininity’ are similar for 
all women. In other words, while it is 
clear that women’s lives have changed 

remarkably over time and women live 
in diverse contexts,  there are dominant 
notions about femininity that seem 
intractable and similar for all women. The 
authors show how these discourses are 
persistent and common in women’s lives 
because they offer women a sense of 
belonging, identity, and fulfilment within 
intimate relationships but, at the same 
time, these discourses heighten their risk 
of domestic violence.

The authors’ arguments are grounded 
in the stories of the women they have 
interviewed over the past fifteen years, 
and cover the more common aspects of 
women’s lives such as mothering and 
ageing, as well as more specific contexts 
in which women engage in gender, 
such as religious, refugee and rural. 
The authors also explore more nuanced 
contexts, such as through the experiences 
of Aboriginal women, lesbians, and women 
with intellectual disabilities.

lana.zannettino@flinders.edu.au

Research over 15 years results in a new book on domestic 
violence

Dr Lana Zannettino
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