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Highlights: 

 Pre-bed anxiety is higher on on-call nights compared with control 

 Poorer sleep on on-call nights where perceived likelihood of missing the call alarm 

was high 

 Faster reaction times on days after on-call nights with a low likelihood of missing the 

alarm 

 

 

Summary 

This study investigated how the likelihood of missing an alarm affects pre-bed anxiety, sleep and next 

day cognitive performance during on-call shifts. Participants (n=24) completed one adaptation night, 

one control night and two on-call nights in a time-isolated sleep laboratory. On one of the on-call 

nights, participants were informed that they would be woken by a loud alarm that they would 

definitely not be able to sleep through (low likelihood of missing the alarm). On the other on-call night, 

participants were informed that they would be woken by a quiet alarm that they may sleep through 
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(high likelihood of missing the alarm). The two on-call nights were counterbalanced. Pre-bed anxiety 

was measured using the State Trait Anxiety Inventory x-1, while sleep macro- and micro-architecture 

was examined via routine polysomnography and power spectral analyses respectively. Following each 

sleep, cognitive performance was assessed four times (0930, 1200, 1430, 1700) using the 10-min 

psychomotor vigilance task (PVT). Results indicated that while pre-bed anxiety was similarly increased 

during both high and low likelihood of missing the on-call alarm conditions compared with control, 

only in the high likelihood condition was total sleep time shorter and sleep efficiency lower compared 

with the control condition. However, more wake after sleep onset was found in the low likelihood 

condition compared with control. PVT data indicate that response times (mean reciprocal and mean 

fastest 10% of reaction time) were fastest in the low likelihood condition, indicating better 

performance when compared with both other conditions. However, there were significantly more 

lapses in the low likelihood condition compared with control. No significant EEG power spectral 

differences were observed. As such, it appears that there are detrimental effects of both on-call 

conditions on anxiety, sleep and performance, with sleep poorest when the likelihood of missing the 

alarm is high. The adverse impacts on sleep and performance outcomes while on-call may be mitigated 

by the implementation of workplace systems to reduce the likelihood of missing alarms (e.g., having 

two available options for contacting on-call workers). 

 

Key words: on-call, anxiety, sleep, cognitive performance, qEEG analysis 
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Introduction 

On-call is a working arrangement where employees are away from their workplace, but are available 

to attend to a call, and possibly resume work at any time if required (Ferguson et al., 2016). Industries 

that commonly use these working arrangements include emergency services, healthcare and 

information technology (Nicol et al., 2004). Periods of time spent on-call but where individuals are not 

working are considered by many organisations and legal policy as “time off” (European Working Time 

Directive, 2011). However, it appears that being on-call, even when no calls occur, can have 

implications for workers’ anxiety and sleep (Bamberg et al., 2012; Ferguson et al., 2016; Hall et al., 

2016). Specifically, it has been demonstrated that during on-call periods, anxiety may be heightened 

(Cebola, 2014; Nicol et al., 2004; Sprajcer et al., 2017) and increased anxiety may result in poorer sleep 

outcomes for on-call workers (Nicol et al., 2004; Torsvall et al., 1987). This is concerning given that 

poor sleep can result in adverse cognitive, behavioural and physical outcomes, which can significantly 

impact work performance, safety and productivity (Alhola et al., 2007; Belenky et al., 2003; Van 

Dongen et al., 2003). Further, increases in anxiety may result in poorer health outcomes for on-call 

workers over the longer term, including detriments to cardiovascular health (Kawachi et al., 1994) and 

increased respiratory problems (Katon et al., 2004). One factor that may influence how much anxiety 

on-call workers experience is their perception of how likely it is that they will miss a call.  

Anecdotally, on-call workers report feelings of anxiety related to the potential of missing their alarm 

(or phone call, or page) (Bamberg et al., 2012; Paterson et al., 2016). For example, on-call firefighters 

reported anxiety surrounding the possibility that their pager may not go off because of a technical 

issue or similar (Paterson et al., 2016). One firefighter specifically indicated that “once it goes beyond 

a week (without a call) you really start to think is your pager working?” (Paterson et al., 2016, p. 177). 

A perceived increase in the likelihood of missing an alarm was also found in airline cabin crew, where 

self-reports indicated that individuals experienced increased anxiety and apprehension when they 

believed they may miss their alarm before early morning work (Kecklund et al., 1997). This suggests 

that a higher likelihood of missing a call is associated with anxiety, which may subsequently lead to 

poorer sleep.  

Though there is limited research in the on-call area, two laboratory-based studies provide insight into 

the relationship between on-call work, anxiety and poorer sleep and cognitive performance outcomes. 

Wuyts et al. (2012) compared on-call nights with nights not on-call, and found that when participants 

were on-call they experienced a longer sleep latency and reduced sleep efficiency. The alarm used to 

wake on-call participants was described by the researchers as ‘difficult to distinguish’, which may have 
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made participants feel as though they would potentially miss the call. The observed sleep decrements 

in the on-call condition may be explained by higher levels of anxiety associated with potentially 

missing the call. In a similar study undertaken by Jay et al. (2016), which also compared sleep 

outcomes both when on-call and not on-call, a very loud (105dB) alarm was sounded to wake 

participants during their on-call periods. The participants were aware of the volume of this alarm and 

that the likelihood of missing it was extremely low. No differences were reported in sleep outcomes 

between the on-call and not on-call conditions, including sleep efficiency, total sleep time or duration 

of sleep stages. Taken together, these two studies suggest that the anxiety produced by a higher 

likelihood of missing the alarm while on-call may impact sleep, though given the different designs 

employed in these studies, it is difficult to be definitive.  

If sleep is negatively affected, there may also be adverse effects on cognitive performance. The 

negative effects of poor sleep quantity or quality on cognitive performance outcomes are well 

documented, with potential decrements to reaction time (Van Dongen et al., 2003), constructive 

thinking (Killgore et al., 2008), reasoning abilities (Harrison et al., 2000) and vigilant attention (Lim et 

al., 2008), all of which potentially have adverse consequences for on-call workers’ performance and 

personal safety (Allahyari et al., 2014; Wallace et al., 2003). Therefore, this study will investigate the 

effects of the likelihood of missing an alarm on pre-bed state anxiety, sleep and next day performance 

outcomes.  
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Methods 

Subjects 

Twenty-four male participants were recruited for the study. This sample size was calculated a priori 

by a magnitude based statistical power analysis (Hopkins, 2000), utilising G*Power 3.1.9.2 software 

(Faul et al., 2007). Effect size was calculated utilising a 10% difference in total sleep time seen in on-

call medical doctors (Jay et al., 2008), with an α = 0.05 and β = 0.80, resulting in resulting in n = 24 to 

account for a 5-10% attrition rate. Participants were screened using a general health questionnaire 

and were all non-smokers who reported good quality sleep in the previous month (PSQI ≤ 5) (Buysse 

et al., 1989). Participant characteristics are presented in Table 1. Participants habitually consumed no 

more than two caffeinated beverages/day, and reported no medical concerns or medications (e.g., 

selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors) known to impact sleep. Participants were excluded if they had 

travelled across multiple time zones in the previous four weeks, were a current shift worker, or 

reported napping regularly. No participants had previous experience with on-call work. In addition, 

participants completed the Depression Anxiety Stress Scale (DASS) and were excluded if they had 

severe levels of anxiety, stress or depression (Crawford et al., 2003). Similarly, participants with 

extreme morning and evening chronotypes, as assessed using the Morningness Eveningness 

Questionnaire (MEQ), were excluded (Horne et al., 1975).  

In the week preceding participation, participants were required to maintain regular bed/wake times 

within an hour of the bed (2300) and wake times (0700) of the protocol. Participants wore an activity 

monitor (Actical MiniMitter/Respironics, Bend, OR) (de Souza et al., 2003) and completed sleep diaries 

to corroborate timing and duration of sleep periods. Participants had an average of 7.02  1.1 h of 

sleep per night, with a mean bedtime of 2348  1.3 h and a mean wake time of 0738  0.9 h, based 

on activity monitor recordings, corroborated by sleep diaries.  

 

 

Design  

Participants completed the four-night protocol at the Appleton Institute in Adelaide, South Australia, 

between February 2016 and May 2017 in groups of six (n = 24). This facility is a temperature (21 ± 2C) 

and light (maintained at 100 lux for wake) controlled time-isolation laboratory. This study employed 

a within-subjects, repeated measures design, with one adaptation night, followed by one control night 

and two on-call nights. The protocol for the study is presented in Figure 1. The adaptation night was 

included to acclimatise to sleeping in the laboratory, and as such has not been included in analyses. 

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T



6 
 

As significant changes to sleep were expected in the on-call conditions, the control night was always 

first, followed by the two counterbalanced on-call nights. This was done to prevent any residual sleep 

debt from the on-call night/s from confounding the control night. For all conditions, bedtime was 2300, 

and wake was 0700. On both on-call nights, participants were told that they would definitely be called 

at some point during the sleep period. However, they were not actually ‘called’ until the end of their 

sleep period. As the laboratory is time-isolated, the participants were not aware of the time of these 

‘calls’, and as such did not know how much sleep they had obtained.  

 

The on-call conditions were a low likelihood of missing the alarm (loud alarm) and high likelihood of 

missing the alarm (quiet alarm), with twelve participants completing the low likelihood condition first, 

and twelve the high likelihood condition. On the adaptation day, demonstrations of both the loud and 

quiet alarms were given to participants. The loud alarm was an 81.2 – 94.6 dB alarm (TOA transistor 

megaphone with siren signal, model: ER-1215S) and participants were informed that they would 

definitely wake when it was sounded, and that no participant had ever missed this alarm. At 0700 in 

the low likelihood condition, participants’ bedroom doors were opened simultaneously as the alarm 

was sounded from the adjacent hallway. The alarm that was demonstrated in the high likelihood 

condition was a recording of white noise played through a small set of speakers. Participants were 

told that other participants had missed this alarm in the past, but that it was very important for them 

not to miss it. At 0700 on the high likelihood morning, participants were woken by a knock at their 

door and the lights coming on, and were informed that they had missed the alarm. In this condition, 

the alarm was never actually sounded, to ensure that all participants were woken simultaneously. In 

both conditions, participants were instructed to respond to the alarm by pressing a button next to 

their bed as soon as they thought they heard the alarm.  

Measures 

State anxiety 

State anxiety was measured using the State Trait Anxiety Inventory form x-1 (Spielberger, 1983). This 

20-item questionnaire includes items such as “I feel at ease” and “I feel nervous”, where responses 

range from 1 (“not at all”) to 4 (“very much so”). Participants are required to respond in relation to 

how they feel “right now, that is at this moment”. Reverse coding is employed as required for positive 

items. Scores range from 20-80 with higher scores representing higher levels of state anxiety, with 

clinically significant scores beginning at 39-40 (Julian, 2011).  

Sleep 
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Polysomnographic recordings were taken during each sleep period (Bloch, 1997) and used to examine 

the impact of experimental conditions sleep macro-architecture derived from traditional sleep scoring. 

Electrodes were used in a standard configuration, with electroencephalographic (EEG), 

electromyographic (EMG) and electro-oculographic (EOG) recordings taken for each participant. 

C3/M2, F4/M1 and O2/M1 channels were used, and a trained sleep technician scored each sleep 

period in 30-s epochs according to standard criteria (Iber, 2007). Variables generated include total 

sleep time (TST), sleep onset latency, wake after sleep onset, sleep efficiency ((TST/time in bed)*100), 

latency to 10 min of sleep, latency to N3, REM (rapid eye movement sleep) latency, minutes and 

proportion of total sleep time for each sleep stage (N1, N2, N3, REM, NREM (non-REM sleep)), stage 

shifts, awakenings and arousals in each sleep stage. 

Sleep EEG Power 

To examine the impact of experimental conditions on sleep micro-architecture, quantitative EEG 

analysis was performed using a validated algorithm (D’Rozario et al., 2015). Polysomnographic 

recordings from the Cz channel for each overnight sleep study were used to determine the EEG 

frequency composition of each sleep stage using Fast Fourier transformations (FFT) to derive the 

frequency bands (delta (0.5 - 4.5 Hz), theta (4.5 - 8.0 Hz), alpha (8.0 - 12.0 Hz), sigma (12.0 - 15.0 Hz), 

and beta (15.0 - 32.0 Hz)) (Vakulin et al., 2016). Any epochs with artefacts were automatically excluded 

from analyses, but were checked for accuracy by a manual assessment of 10% of sleep periods.  It was 

found that the automatic artefact removal was 97% accurate. EEG spectral power was calculated for 

each 30s period by averaging data from up to 6 artefact-free 5s blocks. The spectral power within the 

defined frequency bands was computed for NREM sleep (stages 2 and 3) and REM sleep. Further, the 

ratio between slow and fast frequency ((delta + theta) / (alpha + sigma + beta)) was assessed (EEG 

slowing ratio), as was the delta/alpha ratio, for NREM and REM sleep stages. The proportion of 

frequency bands within each sleep stage are indicative of the quality of sleep, with low frequency (e.g., 

delta) indicative of deeper sleep (Campbell, 2009).  

Subjective sleepiness 

Subjective sleepiness was measured using the Karolinska Sleepiness Scale (KSS), a validated, one-item 

questionnaire that requires respondents to rate themselves from 1 (‘extremely alert’) to 9 (‘very 

sleepy, great effort to keep awake, fighting sleep’) (Åkerstedt et al., 1990). The KSS was administered 

at 0700, 0815, 0930, 1200, 1430 and 1700 each day, prior to the completion of each psychomotor 

vigilance task.  

Performance 
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Next-day performance was assessed using the 10-min psychomotor vigilance task (PVT) performed on 

the control day and both on-call days at four time points (0930, 1200, 1430, 1700). This task is a 

standard measure for cognitive performance, including sustained attention and vigilance, and is 

sensitive to sleep loss (Dinges et al., 1985). Three training PVTs were performed on the adaptation day 

to minimise learning effects (Kribbs et al., 1994). Output measures include lapses of more than 500 

ms, reciprocal reaction time (RRT), mean fastest 10% of reaction time (RT) and mean slowest 10% of 

RRT (Jewett et al., 1999). 

Statistical analyses 

Linear mixed effects ANOVAs were used to compare all outcome variables between conditions. Fixed 

effects included condition (control, low likelihood, high likelihood) and order. Time of day (0930, 1200, 

1430, and 1700) was also included as an additional fixed effect for PVT analysis. Subject was a random 

effect in the model to account for individual differences. A Satterthwaite correction was applied to 

denominator degrees of freedom. Data that had non-normal distributions were log transformed for 

analysis. Significance was at the p < .05 level, and all significant effects had Bonferroni post-hoc testing 

applied. 
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Results 

State anxiety 

There was a significant main effect of condition on pre-bed state anxiety, F(2, 48) = 19.4, p < 0.001. 

Pairwise comparisons revealed that state anxiety was significantly lower in the control condition (29.4 

± 4.1) compared to both the low likelihood (34.0 ± 4.9), p < 0.001 and high likelihood conditions (33.7 

± 6.1), p < 0.001. However, order was also included as a fixed effect in the model, and was found to 

be significant, F(1, 24) = 7.966, p = 0.009. Results also showed that participants who experienced the 

low likelihood condition as their first on-call night (30.2 ± 5.3) had lower levels of pre-bed state anxiety 

than those who were in the high likelihood condition on their first night (34.6 ± 4.8).  

 

Sleep 

There was a significant main effect of condition on TST, SE, WASO, and the amount of N1 sleep as a 

proportion of TST. See Table 2 for these results. No significant differences were found for all other 

sleep variables, including quantitative EEG outcomes (see Table 3). Participants appeared to take the 

on-call instructions seriously, as in the high likelihood condition, four participants pressed their button 

thinking they had heard the alarm, with one pressing the button twice on the same night. On only one 

occasion did a participant press their button overnight during the low likelihood condition. 

Additionally, when participants were debriefed, they all indicated that they had pressed their button 

upon waking.

Subjective sleepiness 

There were significant main effects of both condition, F(2, 403) = 11.583, p < .001, and time of day, F(5, 

403) = 67.743, p < .001, on subjective sleepiness as measured by the Karolinska Sleepiness Scale. 

Participants were significantly sleepier in the high likelihood of missing the alarm condition (4.10 ± 

1.95) than in the control (3.49 ± 1.75), p < .001, and the low likelihood of missing the alarm condition 

(3.77 ± 1.71), p = .039. Participants were significantly sleepier at 0700 (5.99 ± 1.82) compared with 

0815 (3.35 ±1.39), 0930 (3.17 ± 1.43), 1200 (3.24 ± 1.58), 1430 (3.37 ± 1.42) or 1700 (3.59 ± 1.48), p 

< .001 for all comparisons.  

 

Performance 
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There were significant differences in cognitive performance on the PVT between conditions (Table 4) 

as measured by mean reciprocal reaction time (RRT), mean fastest 10% of reaction time (RT) and 

lapses.  No significant differences between conditions were found in the mean slowest 10% of RT.  

There was a significant main effect of time of day for mean RRT, F(3, 264) = 3.668, p = 0.013. Mean RRT 

was faster at 1700 (4.43 ± .51) compared with 0930 (4.29 ± .54), p = 0.007. There was also a significant 

main effect of time of day on mean fastest 10% of RT, F(3, 264) = 4.090, p = 0.007.  Mean fastest 10% of 

RT was significantly faster at 1700 (185.31ms ± 18.65) than at 0930 (189.93ms ± 19.29), p = 0.004. The 

main time of day effect for mean slowest 10% of RRT was significant, F(3, 264) = 3.208, p = 0.024. Mean 

slowest 10% of RRT was also faster at 1700 (3.19 1/RT*1000 ± 0.61) than at 0930 (3.00 1/RT*1000 ± 

0.74), p = 0.040. There were no significant time of day effects for lapses.   

 

 

 

Discussion 

This study aimed to investigate how the likelihood of missing an alarm impacts anxiety, sleep and 

performance outcomes during simulated on-call periods. Findings indicated that anxiety was higher 

on both on-call nights compared with control, but that generally, both sleep and next-day 

performance were poorest when there was a high likelihood of missing the alarm while on-call.  

Pre-bed anxiety was significantly lower on the control night compared with both on-call nights, 

suggesting that participants felt more anxious before bed when they knew they were on-call, 

regardless of the likelihood of missing the alarm. However, mean scores on the STAI x-1 prior to bed 

were not indicative of clinically important anxiety (indicated by scores of above 39-40 (Julian, 2011)). 

In the high likelihood condition, the increase in anxiety was associated with sleep decrements. In the 

low likelihood condition however, increases in anxiety were not followed by the same degree of sleep 

decrements, and indeed, response times were faster (0.3 RRT) in this condition compared with control. 

However, it is also important to note that while there were significant differences in several sleep 

measures between conditions, these differences were not large.  

Total sleep time was significantly shorter (7.9 min) when the likelihood of missing the alarm was high 

compared with the control condition. Similarly, sleep efficiency was significantly (1.7%) lower in the 

high likelihood condition compared with control. Conversely, the highest proportion of wake after 

sleep onset (WASO) was seen in the low likelihood condition, with 6.2 minutes more than the control 

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T



11 
 

condition. The discrepancy between WASO and sleep efficiency may be explained by a non-significant 

trend towards a longer sleep latency in the high likelihood condition (p = .127). A potential explanation 

is that sleep efficiency scores are calculated based on time in bed and therefore include sleep latency, 

whereas WASO is calculated from the time the individual first fell asleep. Though participants had 

slightly more wake overnight in the low likelihood condition, their longer sleep latency, shorter sleep 

times and poorer sleep efficiency in the high likelihood condition suggest that sleep overall was poorer 

when the likelihood of missing the alarm was higher. It is possible that sleep on the on-call nights was 

affected by having two full 8-h sleep opportunities on the preceding adaptation and control nights, 

resulting in a slightly decreased sleep need. However, this is unlikely, as the changes in on-call sleep 

differed between conditions, despite being counterbalanced. As such, had they been affected by these 

8-h sleep opportunities on the preceding nights, each on-call night would have all been affected the 

same way. Further, as sleep was monitored prior to attending the sleep laboratory, participants were 

well rested and not experiencing sleep debt that may have influenced subsequent sleep periods.  

Despite the small but statistically significant sleep PSG outcome differences, there were no significant 

differences observed when sleep micro-architecture was examined using power spectral analysis 

which is independent of sleep/stage timing and duration. These findings suggest that there was no 

significant impact of on-call periods on quantitatively measured brain activity. The impacts of 

experimental conditions on PSG sleep and performance outcomes were very subtle and therefore may 

not be detected in the EEG due to significant variation in EEG power phenotypes between individuals.  

In addition to slightly poorer sleep outcomes in the high likelihood condition, participants also felt 

sleepier in this condition, based on their responses on the KSS. This suggests that when participants 

knew they may miss the on-call alarm, they experienced heightened sleepiness, potentially as a result 

of the slightly poorer sleep the preceding night. However, as scores on the KSS were within one point 

between all conditions, this effect is small. Additionally, mean daily scores on the KSS were in the 

range of ‘alert’ to ‘fairly alert’ in all conditions. This suggests that while there are some statistically 

significant differences between conditions, real world outcomes may be similar.  

In addition to feeling sleepier during the day, performance outcomes were poorer in the high 

likelihood condition. Participants responded faster (mean RRT and mean fastest 10% RT) in the low 

likelihood condition compared with both the high likelihood condition (0.14 1/RT*1000 and 11.61ms, 

respectively), and control (0.3 1/RT*1000 and 11.79ms difference). While the increase in arousal 

caused by the loud alarm may provide an explanation for these findings, this is unlikely given that the 

alarm occurred 2.5 h prior to the first 10-min PVT each day. Further, participants had 0.58 more lapses 

in the low likelihood condition compared with the high likelihood condition. However, mean lapses 
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and response times in all conditions were within normal ranges for performance (Lim et al., 2008). In 

the real world, differences such as these may not be significant enough for any personal or operational 

changes to be required (Alhola et al., 2007). However, it is important to consider that while individuals 

who have experienced these small changes to sleep or performance may be fit for duty, the multi-

factorial nature of the world outside of the laboratory may mean that these small decrements add to 

other factors that affect work performance and/or safety. Further, there may be cumulative effects of 

multiple and/or consecutive nights on-call.   

While this study provides insight into the effects of the likelihood of missing an alarm while on-call, 

there are some limitations. Specifically, laboratory research is limited in terms of practical applications, 

as the real world involves additional stressors and environmental differences. As such, further 

research is required to apply these findings to real world on-call scenarios, including research with 

current on-call workers as participants. Additionally, the control night was first in the protocol for all 

participants to ensure these nights were not adulterated by prior restricted sleep in the on-call 

conditions. While this design was necessary, it is also a limitation. Further, though participants were 

instructed several times that it was very important that they wake to the on-call alarms, there is the 

possibility that they did not take this instruction seriously. However, as several participants woke 

during the high likelihood condition, it appears that they were aware of the importance of waking. 

Additionally, participants reported anecdotally during their participation that they believed they may 

miss the quiet alarm. As the current study represents preliminary, controlled research in a new field, 

it was necessary to control for the differences to sleep that can occur with age and gender. As such, 

our sample consisted only of young males (20-33 years), which may limit the generalisability of 

findings. Additionally, as a large proportion of on-call workers fall into older age brackets, it is 

important for future research to include older participants. Further, future research should include 

female participants, to ensure findings are generalizable.  

Overall the findings of this study indicate that a higher likelihood of missing the alarm (i.e., the alarm 

being quiet and easy to miss) is associated with somewhat negatively affected sleep and next day 

performance. Further, heightened anxiety was found in both on-call conditions, regardless of how 

likely it was that participants would miss the call. As changes to sleep and performance are linked with 

work performance and increased risk in the workplace, it is important for workplaces to take factors 

such as the likelihood of missing an alarm into consideration when designing workplace policy. 

Specifically, ensuring that the alarm system used for waking workers is effective and is known to wake 

individuals easily may be a simple way that workplaces can mitigate these negative effects of on-call 

on sleep and performance outcomes.  

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T



13 
 

  

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T



14 
 

Acknowledgements 

This study was funded by an Australian Research Council Discovery grant (DP 150104497). Funding for 

Madeline Sprajcer’s PhD scholarship was provided by this grant. Dr Grace Vincent is supported by an 

Early Career Fellowship at Central Queensland University. We would like to thank the staff on the 

project and the participants for volunteering their time.  

 

  

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T



15 
 

References 

Åkerstedt, T., & Gillberg, M. (1990). Subjective and objective sleepiness in the active individual. Int J 
Neurosci, 52(1-2), 29-37.  

Alhola, P., & Polo-Kantola, P. (2007). Sleep deprivation: Impact on cognitive performance. 
Neuropsychiatric Disease and Treatment, 3(5), 553-567.  Retrieved from 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2656292/ 

Allahyari, T., Rangi, N. H., Khalkhali, H., & Khosravi, Y. (2014). Occupational cognitive failures and 
safety performance in the workplace. Int J Occup Saf Ergon, 20(1), 175-180. 
doi:10.1080/10803548.2014.11077037 

Bamberg, E., Dettmers, J., Funck, H., Krähe, B., & Vahle‐Hinz, T. (2012). Effects of On‐Call Work on 

Well‐Being: Results of a Daily Survey. Applied Psychology: Health and Well‐Being, 4(3), 
299-320.  

Belenky, G., Wesensten, N. J., Thorne, D. R., Thomas, M. L., Sing, H. C., Redmond, D. P., . . . Balkin, T. 
J. (2003). Patterns of performance degradation and restoration during sleep restriction and 

subsequent recovery: A sleep dose‐response study. Journal of sleep research, 12(1), 1-12.  
Bloch, K. E. (1997). Polysomnography: a systematic review. Technol Health Care, 5(4), 285-305.  
Buysse, D. J., Reynolds, C. F., 3rd, Monk, T. H., Berman, S. R., & Kupfer, D. J. (1989). The Pittsburgh 

Sleep Quality Index: a new instrument for psychiatric practice and research. Psychiatry Res, 
28(2), 193-213.  

Campbell, I. G. (2009). EEG Recording and Analysis for Sleep Research. Current Protocols in 
Neuroscience, Unit 10.2. doi:10.1002/0471142301.ns1002s49 

Cebola, N. (2014). Investigating on-call work in rail infrastructure maintenance: University of 
Nottingham. 

Crawford, J. R., & Henry, J. D. (2003). The Depression Anxiety Stress Scales (DASS): Normative data 

and latent structure in a large non‐clinical sample. British Journal of Clinical Psychology, 
42(2), 111-131.  

D’Rozario, A. L., Dungan, G. C., Banks, S., Liu, P. Y., Wong, K. K., Killick, R., . . . Kim, J. W. (2015). An 
automated algorithm to identify and reject artefacts for quantitative EEG analysis during 
sleep in patients with sleep-disordered breathing. Sleep and Breathing, 19(2), 607-615.  

de Souza, L., Benedito-Silva, A. A., Pires, M. N., Poyares, D., Tufik, S., & Calil, H. M. (2003). Further 
validation of actigraphy for sleep studies. Sleep, 26(1), 81-85.  

Dinges, D., & Powell, J. W. (1985). Microcomputer analyses of performance on a portable, simple 
visual RT task during sustained operations. Behavior Research Methods, Instruments, & 
Computers, 17(6), 652-655.  Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/BF03200977 

 (2011). 
Faul, F., Erdfelder, E., Lang, A.-G., & Buchner, A. (2007). G* Power 3: A flexible statistical power 

analysis program for the social, behavioral, and biomedical sciences. Behavior research 
methods, 39(2), 175-191.  

Ferguson, S. A., Paterson, J. L., Hall, S. J., Jay, S. M., & Aisbett, B. (2016). On-call work: To sleep or not 
to sleep? It depends. Chronobiology International, 33(6), 678-684. 
doi:10.3109/07420528.2016.1167714 

Hall, S. J., Ferguson, S. A., Turner, A. I., Robertson, S. J., Vincent, G. E., & Aisbett, B. (2016). The effect 
of working on-call on stress physiology and sleep: A systematic review. Sleep medicine 
reviews.  

Harrison, Y., & Horne, J. A. (2000). The impact of sleep deprivation on decision making: a review. 
Journal of experimental psychology: Applied, 6(3), 236.  

Hopkins, W. G. (2000). A new view of statistics: Internet Society for Sport Science, 
http://www.sportsci.org/resource/stats/. 

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2656292/
http://dx.doi.org/10.3758/BF03200977
http://www.sportsci.org/resource/stats/


16 
 

Horne, J. A., & Ostberg, O. (1975). A self-assessment questionnaire to determine morningness-
eveningness in human circadian rhythms. International Journal of Chronobiology, 4(2), 97-
110.  

Iber, C. (2007). The AASM manual for the scoring of sleep and associated events: rules, terminology 
and technical specifications: American Adacemy of Sleep Medicine. 

Jay, S. M., Aisbett, B., & Ferguson, S. A. (2016). Expectation of a loud alarm is not associated with 
changes in on-call sleep in the laboratory. Sleep and Biological Rhythms, 14(3), 1-7.  

Jay, S. M., Thomas, M. J. W., Weissenfeld, A., Dawson, D., & Ferguson, S. (2008). Doctors' sleep 
disturbance when on-call. Sleep and Biological Rhythms, 6 (Suppl. 1), A32.  

Jewett, M. E., Dijk, D.-J., Kronauer, R. E., & Dinges, D. F. (1999). Dose-response relationship between 
sleep duration and human psychomotor vigilance and subjective alertness. Sleep, 22(2), 171-
179.  

Julian, L. J. (2011). Measures of anxiety: State-Trait Anxiety Inventory (STAI), Beck Anxiety Inventory 
(BAI), and Hospital Anxiety and Depression Scale-Anxiety (HADS-A). Arthritis Care & 
Research, 63(S11), S467-S472. doi:10.1002/acr.20561 

Katon, W. J., Richardson, L., Lozano, P., & McCauley, E. (2004). The relationship of asthma and 
anxiety disorders. Psychosom Med, 66(3), 349-355.  

Kawachi, I., Sparrow, D., Vokonas, P. S., & Weiss, S. T. (1994). Symptoms of anxiety and risk of 
coronary heart disease. The Normative Aging Study. Circulation, 90(5), 2225-2229.  

Kecklund, G., Åkerstedt, T., & Lowden, A. (1997). Morning work: effects of early rising on sleep and 
alertness. Sleep: Journal of Sleep Research & Sleep Medicine, 20(3), 215-223.  

Killgore, W. D. S., Kahn-Greene, E. T., Lipizzi, E. L., Newman, R. A., Kamimori, G. H., & Balkin, T. J. 
(2008). Sleep deprivation reduces perceived emotional intelligence and constructive thinking 
skills. Sleep medicine, 9(5), 517-526.  Retrieved from 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sleep.2007.07.003 

Kribbs, N. B., & Dinges, D. (1994). Vigilance decrement and sleepiness. In J. Harsh & R. Ogilvie (Eds.), 
Sleep Onset Mechanisms (pp. 113-125). Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association. 

Lim, J., & Dinges, D. F. (2008). Sleep deprivation and vigilant attention. Annals of the New York 
Academy of Sciences, 1129(1), 305-322.  

Nicol, A.-M., & Botterill, J. S. (2004). On-call work and health: a review. Environmental Health: A 
Global Access Science Source, 3(1), 1-7.  Retrieved from http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1476-
069X-3-15 

Paterson, J. L., Aisbett, B., & Ferguson, S. A. (2016). Sound the alarm: health and safety risks 
associated with alarm response for salaried and retained metropolitan firefighters. Safety 
Science, 82, 174-181.  

Spielberger, C. D. (1983). Manual for the State-Trait Anxiety Inventory STAI (form Y)(" self-evaluation 
questionnaire"). Palo Alto, CA: Consulting Psychologists Press. 

Sprajcer, M., Jay, S. M., Vincent, G., Vakulin, A., Lack, L., & Ferguson, S. A. (2017). Uncertain call 
likelihood negatively affects sleep and next day cognitive performance while on-call in a 
laboratory environment. Chronobiology International.  

Torsvall, L., Åkerstedt, T., & Froberg, J. (1987). Sleep at Sea. Ergonomics, 30, 1335-1340.  
Vakulin, A., D’Rozario, A., Kim, J.-W., Watson, B., Cross, N., Wang, D., . . . Grunstein, R. (2016). 

Quantitative sleep EEG and polysomnographic predictors of driving simulator performance 
in obstructive sleep apnea. Clinical Neurophysiology, 127(2), 1428-1435. 
doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clinph.2015.09.004 

Van Dongen, H. P., Maislin, G., Mullington, J. M., & Dinges, D. (2003). The cumulative cost of 
additional wakefulness: dose-response effects on neurobehavioral functions and sleep 
physiology from chronic sleep restriction and total sleep deprivation. Sleep, 26(2), 117-129.  

Wallace, J. C., & Vodanovich, S. J. (2003). Workplace safety performance: Conscientiousness, 
cognitive failure, and their interaction. Journal of occupational health psychology, 8(4), 316.  

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sleep.2007.07.003
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1476-069X-3-15
http://dx.doi.org/10.1186/1476-069X-3-15
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.clinph.2015.09.004


17 
 

Wuyts, J., De Valck, E., Vandekerckhove, M., Pattyn, N., Exadaktylos, V., Haex, B., . . . Cluydts, R. 
(2012). Effects of pre-sleep simulated on-call instructions on subsequent sleep. Biol Psychol, 
91(3), 383-388.  Retrieved from 
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301051112001913 

 

 

  

ACCEPTED M
ANUSCRIP

T

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301051112001913


18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tables 

 

Table 1. Participant characteristics (n=24) 

Variable Range Mean ± SD 

Age (years) 20 - 33 25.0 ± 3.8 

Body Mass Index (BMI) (kg.m2) 18.6 - 28.5 23.6 ± 3.0 

Pittsburgh Sleep Quality Index (PSQI) score  0 - 5 2.5 ± 1.3 

Epworth Sleepiness Scale (ESS) score 0 - 9 3.9 ± 2.4 

Habitual bed times (h) 2130 - 0000 2259 ± 0.65 

Habitual wake times (h) 0530 - 0930 0738 ± 0.98 

 

 

  

Figure 1. Study Protocol. 

 Arrival to and departure from the laboratory 

 10-minute psychomotor vigilance task (PVT) training 

 10-minute PVT 

  State Trait Anxiety Inventory form x-1 

On-call nights A and B counterbalanced for high and low likelihood of missing 

the alarm conditions 
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Table 2. Sleep outcomes in control, low and high likelihood of missing the alarm conditions (n = 24) 

Variable 
Condition 

 
F(2, 48) p 

Post-hoc 

tests 

 Control (C) 
Low 

likelihood (L) 

High 

likelihood (H) 
   

Total sleep time (TST) 

(minutes) 

447.8 (13.4) 441.9 (17.4) 439.9 (17.2) 4.846 0.01

2 

C > H, p = 

0.013 

Sleep efficiency (%) 93.3 (2.8) 92.1 (3.6) 91.6 (3.6) 4.841 0.01

2 

C > H, p = 

0.013 

Sleep onset latency 

(mins)* 

11.2 (7.1) 10.9 (5.9) 15.9 (14.0) 2.157 0.12

7 

- 

Wake after sleep onset* 21.0 (12.5) 27.2 (15.3) 24.2 (15.0) 5.166 0.00

9 

C < L, p = 

0.007 

Latency to REM 

(minutes)* 

74.3 (24.7) 76.0 (39.4) 70.9 (31.6) 0.689 0.50

7 

- 

Latency to 10 mins of 

sleep (mins)* 

13.4 (7.2) 12.5 (5.4) 17.4 (13.6) 1.969 0.15

1 

- 

Latency to N3 (mins)* 12.3 (4.8) 11.2 (3.4) 10.8 (2.2) 1.056 0.35

6 

- 

Minutes of N1* 27.0 (18.5) 29.9 (19.7) 29.6 (15.3) 2.575 0.08

7 

- 

N1 % of TST*                     6.1 (4.3) 6.9 (4.9) 6.8 (3.7) 3.225 0.04

9 

C < H, p = 

0.078 

Minutes of N2 179.2 (30.2) 172.1 (29.6) 176.8 (27.5) 1.382 0.26

1 

- 

N2 % of TST 40.1 (6.6) 39.0 (6.6) 40.2 (6.4) 0.975 0.38

5 

- 

Minutes of N3 126.3 (36.4) 124.0 (35.9) 118.8 (32.2) 1.917 0.15

8 

- 

N3 % of TST 28.1 (7.8) 28.0 (7.6) 26.9 (7.0) 1.182 0.31

5 

- 
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Minutes of REM* 115.3 (18.7) 115.9 (23.6) 114.7 (17.8) 0.014 0.98

6 

- 

REM % of TST* 25.7 (4.1) 26.2 (5.2) 26.1 (4.0) 0.099 0.90

6 

- 

Minutes of NREM 332.5 (21.5) 326.1 (27.1) 325.2 (22.0) 2.020 0.14

4 

- 

NREM % of TST 74.3 (4.1) 73.8 (5.2) 73.9 (4.0) 0.174 0.84

1 

- 

Arousals (total sleep 

period)* 

85.0 (37.8) 81.3 (30.5) 78.0 (24.6) 1.313 0.27

8 

- 

Arousals (REM) 26.0 (10.7) 26.2 (11.4) 26.3 (11.7) 0.008 0.99

2 

- 

Arousals (NREM)* 59.0 (36.1) 55.1 (29.4) 51.8 (21.3) 1.497 0.23

4 

- 

Arousals per hour (total 

sleep period)* 

11.4 (5.3) 11.1 (4.4) 10.7 (3.5) 0.694 0.50

5 

- 

Arousals per hour (REM) 13.4 (4.4) 13.6 (5.1) 13.9 (6.0) 0.132 0.87

7 

- 

Arousals per hour (NREM) 10.7 (6.7) 10.1 (5.3) 9.5 (4.0) 1.007 0.37

3 

- 

Awakenings 22.0 (8.8) 23.4 (7.6) 22.7 (6.5) 0.774 0.46

7 

- 

Stage shifts 146.3 (34.2) 150.6 (29.5) 147.7 (28.8) 0.458 0.63

5 

- 

Abbreviations: REM – Rapid eye movement sleep, NREM – non-rapid eye movement sleep, N1 – stage 
one sleep, N2 - stage two sleep, N3 – stage three (slow wave) sleep.  
Data reported as Mean (SD). 
*Data log transformed to normal for analysis 
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Table 3 Quantitative EEG outcomes in control, low and high likelihood of missing the alarm conditions 

qEEG range Sleep 

stage 

Condition 

Mean (SD) 

F df p 

  Control Low 

likelihood 

High 

likelihood 

   

Delta (0.5 – 

4.5 Hz) 

NREM 681.1 

(251.3) 

706.6 

(309.4) 

687.5 (335.2) 0.228 2, 40 0.797 

REM 237.7 (91.9) 233.5 (81.8) 220.0 (87.5) 0.540 2, 43 0.587 

Theta (4.5 – 8 

Hz) 

NREM 41.8 (18.7) 40.8 (17.1) 40.7 (18.1) 1.348 2, 40 0.271 

REM 20.7 (4.9) 20.0 (5.2) 20.1 (5.4) 1.873 2, 40 0.167 

Alpha (8 – 12 

Hz) 

NREM 19.2 (8.8) 18.6 (8.1) 19.9 (10.2) 1.352 2, 39 0.270 

REM 8.6 (3.8) 8.1 (2.8) 8.4 (4.3) 0.936 2, 40 0.401 

Sigma (12 – 15 

Hz) 

NREM 12.2 (5.9) 11.7 (5.3) 12.7 (5.9) 1.089 2, 40 0.346 

REM 2.8 (1.0) 2.9 (1.5) 2.9 (1.4) 0.638 2, 40 0.534 

Beta (15 – 32 

Hz) 

NREM 7.3 (3.0) 8.0 (4.5) 7.3 (3.3) 1.346 2, 42 0.271 

REM 7.6 (4.7) 10.1 (12.9) 8.5 (6.4) 1.070 2, 44 0.352 

EEG slowing 

ratio 

NREM 19.45 (5.16) 20.40 (6.65) 18.94 (6.90) 0.117 2, 40 0.890 

 REM 14.99 (5.57) 14.34 (5.20) 13.75 (5.02) 0.585 2, 41 0.562 

Delta/alpha 

ratio 

NREM 37.36 

(10.10) 

39.75 

(12.75) 

36.26 (12.73) 0.467 2, 40 0.631 

 REM 29.93 

(10.78) 

29.87 (8.74) 28.59 (9.77) 0.171 2, 40 0.843 

Abbreviations: REM – Rapid eye movement sleep, NREM – non-rapid eye movement sleep, N1 – stage 

one sleep, N2 - stage two sleep, N3 – stage three (slow wave) sleep 
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Table 4. Condition effects for performance on the psychomotor vigilance task 

Variable Condition F df p Post-hoc testing 

 Control 

(C) 

Low 

likelihoo

d (L) 

High 

likelihood 

(H) 

    

Mean RRT 

(1/RT*1000) 

4.21 

(.49) 

4.51 

(.54) 

4.37 (.50) 27.529 2, 275 0.0

00 

C < L, p < .001; H < 

L, p < 0.001 

Lapses 0.67 

(1.13) 

0.83 

(1.76) 

0.25 (.67) 4.331 2, 238 0.0

14 

H < L, p = 0.016 

Mean fastest 

10% RT (ms) 

191.42 

(15.69) 

179.63 

(18.06) 

191.24 

(20.72) 

70.606 2, 273 0.0

00 

C > L, p < .001; H > 

L, p < 0.001 

Mean slowest 

10% RRT 

2.97 

(.60) 

3.04 

(.78) 

3.20 (.51) 2.789 2, 284 0.0

63 

- 

RT – reaction time. RRT = reciprocal reaction time 
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