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Executive Summary  
 
During the period from 1 July 1989 to 30 June 1999, homicide in Australia was 
characterised by the following features: 
 
Incident Profile  
• There were 3150 homicide incidents. 
• The incidence of homicide in Australia has remained relatively stable, with an 

average of 315 incidents per year. 
• Just under two-thirds of all homicide incidents (60.2%) occurred in residential 

premises. 
• Over two-thirds of homicide incidents occurred between 6pm and 6am. 
• Nearly half of all homicide incidents occurred on Friday, Saturday, or Sunday. 
• Homicide incidents were least likely to occur between 6am and before noon. 
• Eight out of 10 homicide incidents can be characterised as “one-on-one” 

interactions between the victim and the offender. 
• On average, there are 15 multiple fatality incidents per year, resulting in 

approximately 39 victims. 
 
Victim Profile  
• There were 3386 victims of homicide —63.2 per cent were male and 36.8 per cent 

were female. 
• Across the 10-year period under r view, rates of victimisation have remained 

relatively constant fluctuating between 1.7 and 2.0 per 100,000 population. 
• Females were killed at an average annual rate of 1.4, whereas males were killed at 

an average annual rate of 2.4 per 100,000 population. 
• There has been a stable pattern of gender differentiation, with a ratio of 3 males 

killed for every 2 females. 
• The highest age-specific victimisation rate for females was for children less than 

one year of age (average rate of 2.6), whereas the highest victimisation rate for 
males was for young men between the ages of 24 and 26 years (average rate of 
4.3). 

• Indigenous persons were on average 8.1 times more likely to be victims of 
homicide than non-Indigenous persons. 

• Male victims were more likely to have been single at the time of the incident 
whereas female victims were more likely to have been married or living in a 
defacto relationship. 

• Both male and female victims were more likely to be not working at the time of 
the incident. 

• Victims of homicide were more likely to be killed with a knife or other sharp 
instrument than any other weapon. 
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• There was a declining trend in the proportion of victims killed with a firearm, with 
an average of 81 victims killed per year with a firearm. 

• Females were more likely to be killed as a result of a domestic altercation, 
although this proportion has declined in recent years. 

• Males were more likely to be killed following an alcohol-related argument. 
• Between 1996/97 and 1998/99, almost 2 out of 3 female victims and 2 out of 4 

male victims were not under the influence of alcohol or illicit/prescription drugs at 
the time of the incident. 

 
Offender Profile  
• There were 3481 offenders of homicide —87.2 per cent were male and 12.8 per 

cent were female. 
• Males consistently exhibited higher rates of offending than females, with a ratio of 

about 7:1. 
• The median age of male offenders was 27 years and the median age for female 

offenders was 29 years. 
• Male offenders were more likely to be single, whereas female offenders were more 

likely to be married or living in a defacto relationship at the time of the incident. 
• Just over 7 out of 10 male offenders and just under 9 out of 10 female offenders 

were not employed at the time of the incident. 
• Approximately 6 per cent of homicide offenders in Australia committed suicide 

during or following the homicide incident. 
• Between 1996/97 and 1998/99, just under 2 out of 5 male offenders and just over 1 

out of 5 female offenders were under the influence of alcohol at the time of the 
incident. 

 
Victim –Offender Relationship Profile  
• Eight out of 10 homicides occurred between people who were known to one 

another. 
• Females were more likely to be killed by an intimate partner, whereas males were 

more likely to be killed by a friend or acquaintance. 
• Just under 2 out of 10 homicides occurred between strangers. 
 
Homicide in the Course of Other Crime  
• Approximately 13 per cent of all homicide incidents occur in the course of other 

crime, such as robbery and sexual assault. 
• One in 10 homicide incidents occurred in the course of robbery. 
• Only 3.7 per cent of all homicide incidents occurred in the course of sexual 

assault. 
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Mass and Serial Murder  
• In Australia, between 1 July 1989 and 30 June 1999, there were 13 mass-murder 

incidents (where the number of victims was 4 or more), resulting in the death of 94 
persons. 

• In the two most recent years, 1997/98 and 1998/99, Australia recorded no mass-
murder incidents. 

• Just over 8 out of 10 mass murderers were motivated by the “need for revenge ”. 
• Just under 3 out of 5 mass murders were committed with a firearm. 
• In Australia, since 1960 there have been 9 known serial killers, of which 3 were 

active between 1989/90 and 1998/99 and are recorded in the National Homicide 
Monitoring Program (NHMP). 

 
Males Killing Males  
• Male-on-male homicide incidents accounted for approximately 50 per cent of all 

homicide incidents (where an offender was identified). 
• Male-on-male homicide incidents in Australia are most likely to occur between 

friends/acquaintances or strangers, rather than other family members. 
• They tend to result from an argument, usually alcohol precipitated. 
 
Homicidal Intimates  
• The proportion of homicides involving intimate partners has remained stable at 

around 21 per cent, with an average of about 76 homicide incidents per year. 
• Just over three-quarters of intimate partner homicides involved a male offender 

and a female victim. 
• Most lethal arguments between intimates were over the offender’s jealousy and 

possessiveness or the consumption of alcohol or drugs. 
• In just over a quarter of intimate partner homicides between 1996/97 and 1998/99, 

there was documented evidence of a prior history of domestic violence, with only 
3 per cent of cases having evidence that an Apprehended Violence Order (AVO) 
had been taken out against a male offender. 

 
Homicidal Women  
• Women who kill tend to kill men.  However, only 13 per cent of homicides were 

committed by females. 
• Women are more likely to kill (in descending order of frequency) husbands, ex-

husbands, defacto partners, and lovers, followed by children and other relatives. 
• Very few women kill strangers. 
• Typically, when women kill a male intimate partner, they kill someone with whom 

they have experienced a long history of violent conflict. 
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Killing Children  
• Approximately 9 per cent of all homicide victims were aged under 15, this 

proportion has remained quite stable each year since 1989. 
• Children are most likely to be killed in a residential location, with the use of 

physical force (hands or feet) and as a result of either a domestic dispute between 
family members, or fatal abuse. 

• Biological parents, usually the mother, were responsible for a majority of child 
killings in Australia.  Very rarely are children killed by a stranger. 

 
Homicidal Children  
• Killings by children (aged under 17) are more commonly committed in groups of 2 

or more, and are more likely to occur in the commission of another crime, usually 
a robbery “gone wrong ”. 

• On the rare occasions when children kill in Australia, they are most likely to be 
motivated to kill for money or drugs, and they are most likely to target a stranger. 

 
Elderly Homicide  
• The homicide of an elderly person is a relatively rare occurrence, with elderly 

victims accounting for approximately 7 per cent of all homicide victims across a 
10-year period. 

• Elderly persons were over-represented in homicide incidents occurring in the 
course of other crime, such as robbery. 

 
Preventing Homicidal Encounters  
• The prevention of homicide needs to be considered in the context of a much larger 

problem of controlling aggressive behaviour generally. 
• Early intervention strategies, such as supporting parents through home visitation 

programs, education for both parents (parenting skills) and young persons (non-
violent conflict resolution skills, management of anger, and development of self-
control) can improve the general functioning of families. 

• Reducing youth violence and subsequent violence in their adult years may be 
achieved through the increased availability and accessibility of alcohol/drug abuse 
treatment programs, employment or vocational opportunities, positive role models, 
and recreational facilities. 

• Other situational crime prevention strategies discussed include: target hardening 
initiatives, community safety actions projects and accords to reduce violence at or 
near licensed venues, improved lighting, and the installation of Closed Circuit 
Television (CCTV) cameras in public places. 
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