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Crime and older people: 
 
Older people, like all others, are at risk from four main sources: 
 
• Family members, friends and acquaintances, who may assault or steal from 

them  
• Strangers who may victimise them 
• Commercial organisations or “white collar” criminals who would defraud 

them 
• Carers with whom they are in a “duty of care” relationship and who may 

neglect or abuse them 
 
Older people report crimes at a higher rate than younger, but less than one tenth 
of one per cent of people over 65 were victims of a personal crime reported to 
police in 1998.   
 
However, whereas older people comprise 12 % of the population, women over 
65 were the victims of 13.7% of recorded unarmed robberies.  This shows a 
shameful streak in Australian society as predators exploit those who they think 
are easy marks.   
 
Whereas less than one tenth of one per cent of older people were victims of 
predatory crime, one in 25 is the victim of elder abuse, and more are probably 
the victims of economic crime (fraud).  
 
One aspect of elder abuse involves the use of enduring power of attorney.  In 
Australia there is no accountability requirement for people who exercise power 
of attorney.  It is possible for a predator to pay the bills as required and provide 
basic expenditure, and appropriate the rest of the assets.  However, unless 
someone becomes aware that there is a problem and alerts the Public Trustee, 
there is no accountability, unless it happens to be picked up somewhere along the 
line.  Something has to go wrong first, and be noticed, and complained about, 
and even then recovery is almost impossible. 
 
This contrasts with the granting of probate and the strict accountability in 
distributing assets specified in a will following a death.  The State has much 
stricter provisions for accountability when dealing with the dead than when 
dealing with the living. 
 
New technologies pose new risks for older Australians.  Fraud committed by 
telephone and via the internet are part of everyday life in the USA, but we all 
know that we live in a global village.  Slick telephone contests in which there are 
no winners, investment schemes, opportunities to purchase goods and services of 
dubious value and participation in get-rich quick schemes are only the tip of a 
massive electronic fraud iceberg. 
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Noting the actuality of robbery on the street, and over the phone or computer, it 
is realistic to say that older people are more likely to be mugged electronically 
than mugged on the street! 
 
Financial victimisation has a devastating effect on older people.  Not only can a 
comfortable lifestyle collapse, they do not have the time or opportunity for 
financial recovery, and a blow to financial security is often a permanent and life 
threatening setback, characterised by fear, lack of trust and the onset, often of 
acute and chronic anxiety. 
 
 
The paper goes on to discuss risk assessment and partnerships between social 
workers and police in protecting the rights and safety of older people. 




